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by G. R. A. Ebel 

18624-70 Ave, Edmonton, Alberte T5T 2V8 

I. Introduction 
1.1 History of the Stetion 

Beeverhill Leke, loceted epproximetely 70 km southeest of Edmonton, 
Alberto, ls perheps the eree in Alberto most frequented by birders from 
Edmonton, from the province, end from ebroed. 

The Beeverhill Leke Bird Bonding Stotion wes estoblished in the spring 
of 1983 by e smell group of bird bonding enthusiests from the Edmonton 

__ ) _ __,.,BfFOClub es pert of en ellort to compfl81iird sfgfifing end banding records 
from this importent woter body. The station is loceted on t11e sout11eest 
shore of the leke, just west of Robert Llster Lake ("A" Leke), end is 
temporery in neture (no fixed structures hove been built) with bending 
ectivity taking plece elong 6 willow-grasslend community known os 
Rainer's Ridge. 

) 

This eree wes selected over all other potentiol sites eround the toke 
beceuse ( 1) the lend is owned b!l the Crown, (2) this oree is the one visited 
most frequently by bir'ders end other !eke users, (3) hebitet has elreedy 
been developed for weterfowl in neerby Robert Lister Leke, end (4) grazing 
cettle hove only limited eccess to this habitat. 

1.2 Objectives end Functions 

The general aim of the banding station is two-fold: first, to provide 
instruction in field ornithology to those interested in environrnentol 
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opertJti ons for u·1e yetir. 

2.2 Ctipture Devices 

t1ist nets were in position from dtiwn to dusk tind furled for the night. 
The number used Vtiried from one to twenty, depending on the nurnt•er of 
opertJtors (some ptirliciptints own their nets) tilld tJssisttJnts. Nets of 
stendtird height (2.1 m), of vorying mesh size (31, 38 tJnd 60 mm) tind of 
vorying length (3, 5.5, 9.1, 12.2 ond 18.3 rn) were used to copture birds. 
These nets were pltJced either olong tt·1e shoreline (ot Hohn's Head) to 
copt ure s1wretd rds, or in the grtJss 1 ond or grtJss 1 ond-wi ll ow communities to 
cotch ptlsserines ond other smoll bir-ds. 

2.3 Recording lnformotion 

For efich bird cought, operotors ot the stotion recorded tJge tind sex 
(where possi b 1 e) ond species identity, to cornp 1 y with t11e offici ti 1 bird 

~~~~-~anding+e4W-e-ment-s-and--regulations tiS lard out by the Cenlldion Wildlife 
Service and the U. S. Fish ond Wildlife Service. The infotTntJtion collected 
Wtls forworded to the 8ird 8tinding Office in OtttJwo. In oddition, wing 
chord, culmen, and torsus rneosurements were collected from severol 
se 1 ected species such os StiVtlnnoh Sperrow, Cl By-co 1 ored Sperrow, tind the 
flycatchers. Color comparison chorts for field-septJrot ing birds of known 
oge tind sex were olso tested in the field. Dolo cords were selected ond 
tried for recording moult pot terns. 

) 

Field sight ings of birds were recorded ond compiled (Bird Sightings, 
this report), either from members ot the bonding stotion or from other 
observers. These people ore listed in section 4.1. 

The following people were involved in bonding tJctivities: 1) Robert 
Brown, 2) Mike Cosselrnon, 3) lewis Cocks, 4) RBiner Ebel (permit 10467), 
5) RosernBry Horris, 6) ~ttJnos Kovocs (104670, 7) Jim Lflnge (104678), 
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Arnericon Redstort 10 Le Conte's Sporrow 6 
Northern W6terthrush 3 Sorig Sporrow 7 
Common Ve 11 owthroat 1 Lincoln's Sporrow 4 
Wilson's W6rbler 9 VI' hi te-throated Sp61TOW 3 
Western Tonager 1 White-crowned Sp6rrow 4 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 4 Dork-eyed ~lunco 3 
Americtm Tree Sparrow 5 Red-winged Blflc:kt•ird 30 
Chipping Sporrow 20 Yellow-heeded Blackbird 7 
Cloy-colored Sporrow 130 Brown-heeded Cowbird 14 
Vesper Sporrow 15 Northern Oriole 1 1 
Sovonnoh Sporrow 217 Americon Goldfinch 1 1 

TOTAL SPECIES 62 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 1417 

3. 1 Recaptures 

Five birds which were bonded ot Be6verhi11 Leke in previous ~eor~' 
were recoptured at our stotion in 1983. Listed below ore these birds, t11eir 
benders, end when they were bended. These ere not considered sig_,__n_if_ic_:e,--n_t,,_____ ___ ____, 
but becouse they were rec6ptured 6t their b6nding origin, ore interesting. 
Those bonded and receptured in the some ye6r ere not included. 

Species Bond Dote Bonder Dote Bonded 
Number Recoptured 

Sflvflnneh Sparrow 910-15160 3 ~lune Edgflr ~Iones 19 t1fly 1981 
Sovonnoh Sporrow 1211-1785 2 ~lune Edgor Jones 21 11oy 1980 
Cliff Swollow 910-22042 22 t1oy Reiner Ebel 7 June 1981 
Tree Swollow 890-53971 23 Me~ ? ? 
Swoinson's Thrush 1251-66648 26 June R6iner Ebel 25 June 1982 

7 



or 
~s· 

he 
ng 
•)d 

11e 
to 
re 

. 

'f ) 
to ·· 

ly, 
us 
1iS 

he 
y) 
en 
ed 
Jl 
•ne 

0 

ad 
.to 

) 

(f) 
"'0 
L ·-{() 
.,_ 
0 
L 
Q) 

.0 

c 
::> 
z 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10 

' 20 :t6 -6 12 18 24 3LI 4 10 
April M•y ,lun• 

Dete Beginning 5-Dey Period 

Figure L Number of S!lVIlnnllh Sp11rrows observed e11ch 5-dlly 
period 11t the southellst shore of Bellverhill L111<e in 1963. 

Hobitot 

Prime hotoitot for nesting Sevennt~h Sperrows conteined rnoderetely 
dense gresses or gress-like plents (JtttlCttstmd Eleorllt!n~.,·spp.) thet becerne 
et leest knee-high by rnid surnrner. T1"1ese erees were ungrezed by cettle. 
Heevily grezed gress erees were possibly used for feeding but (so fer) not 
for nesting. In nesting erees, gress clumps or srnell willow clurnps were 
se 1 ec:ted for nesting end singing perches. Sevennehs appear to f evor ere as 
neer the lake shore previously trodden by cettle. It is suspected that tt1ese 
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Figure 2. Number of leost Flycotchers bonded eoch 5-doy 
period in 198 I to 1983. 

Hebitet 

Leflst Flycatchers occupy open flspen forests t11at t1flVe fl well 
deve I oped I eflf cenopy. They oppeer port i cui erl y fond of the I ower ho If 
where vi si bi I i ty is unrestricted by shrub growth, and deed trronc1·1es on 
aspen are in ample supply for singing perches. They elso occur in the 
willows ot the stotion. It eppeers thet this is only o temporary 
arrangement upon errivel at the !eke. It is not known whether these birds 
rnove on tlfter fl brief stfly or rest and feed before moving into the flspen 
woods neerby. Sorne do tlppeflr to inhebit the willows, but only in Brees thet 
have greater thon 3 m high aspen or be I sam pop I ar. t1ore detoi I ed 
i nf orrnati on is required to confi rrn U1ese observeti ons. 
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May, 3. Block-crowned Night-Heron 9 May, 1 adult; 13 August, 5 adults. 
Tundro Swon 1 April, 12; 24 April, 120 to hundreds; 12 August, 5; 2 
October, 75. Greoter White-fronted Goose early sighting of 2 on 4 
April, opporently peaked on 23 April; 24-30 April, spectacular movement; 9 
Moy, several flocks of 50-100, numt•ers low; 13 August, 25. Snow Goose 
on 9 April present on the lake, by the end of April they reached 1000; 24 
April, 50/50 ratio of blues and whites. Ross' Goose 15 May, 12; 2 October, 
20+ feeding in the field near Francis' Farm. Conodo Goose early migrant to 
Edmonton area (15 March); 2000-3000 reported on the lake 1 April; 24 
April, sitting on bales on Lister Loke; resident number 25 adults seen in 
July. 

4.3 Waterfowl ( 14 species) 

The following were noted without any exceptional details: Green-winged 
Teol, Mollord flrrived by 27 March. Northern Pintoil 500+ t•y 1 April. 

_--=:-___ ....,Blue.-:YiingedJea.l~C1onamon_l.eoLl~_tlay,__t_No(.ther:n_Sho_~eJer, ·--~---
- .) Godwoll, Americon Wigeon, Convosbock, Redheod, lesser Scou; 

,. 

1 

.-, 

-, 
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White-winged Scoter, Ruddy Duck, Common Goldeneye present flt 
vflri ous times. More i nf ormflti on is needed on nest sites r or ducks, 
pflrticularly in ungrazed and grazed areas of the lake. 

4.4 Osprey to Phalaropes (45 species) 

Osprey 9 May, 1 overheod. Bold Eogle 2 adults on 1 April; 13 April, 8; 2 
November, 1. Northern Horrier 24 April, male and fernale; seen through to 
2 October. Shorp-shinned Howk 7 ~lune, 1. Cooper's Howk 24-30 April, 
1; 22-23 t1ay, 1. Northern Goshowk 24 April, 1 flying north; 30 April, 1. 
Red-toiled Howk 24 April, 2 flying north; everywhere t•y 9 t1ay; last 
report 13 August, 2 adults. F errugi no us Howk 6 t'lay, 1, very rare for cwea. 
Rough-legged Howks low nurr1bers Ulis spring. Golden Eogle 30 t-1arch, 2 
adults; 24 September, 6. Americon Kestrel 14 August, 2. Merlin 9 May, 1 
on east side near Monty's t1eadows. Peregrine F o I con 26 Apri 1, 1; 9 May, 
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4.5 Jilegers to Woodpeckers ( 16 species) 

Parasitic Jaeger 10 end 24 September, I end 4 respectively; 15 October, 
1. Fronlcli n's Gull 9 t1ey, 2. Bonaparte's Gull 2 Octot,er, 5. Ri ng-bi II ed 
Gull 26 Merc11, 30; 9 Mey, 4; lest record 2 October. California Gull 9 t1ey, 
2. Common Tern 30 April, 10; 7 June, 5. Forster's Tern 1 eech for 9 end 
21 Mey. Bloclc Tern 9 t1ey, 2; 22-23 Mey, 12; 26 July, edults end irnrnEJture. 
Ancient Nurre let 1 October, reported by D. Dekker, seen et the weir; third 
record for the province. Great Horned Owl trooting owls heard on 22-23 
Mey; 13 August, 3; 4 Novernber, 1. Short -eared Owl 24 April, 1 peir; 9 t··1oy 
found I cercess; singles seen on 22-23 Mlly tlnd 13 August. Snowy Owl 13 
Mlly, 1 Jete record. Burrowing Owl 7 Mlly, 1. Common Nighthowlc singles 
recorded for 31 Mlly end 3 June. Downy Woodpeclcer 2 bonded on 13 
August end 1 seen on 28 August. Common Fliclcer singles on 24 April llnd 
22 Mey. 

4.6 Flycetchers to Thrushes (20 species) 

Ofive-sided Flycatcher 9 ,.June, 1. Western Wood pewee 23 11oy, 2 
b6nded llnd 3 hetlrd. Alder Flycatcher 6 June, 2 in willows, on territory t1y 
~tune 15, but do not eppetlr to summer in the eretl; 13 August, 1 heEJrd; 14 
August, 2 bEJnded; 28 August, 2 bended; 4 Septernber, !.least Flycatcher 
first recorded on 22-23 Moy when 7 were heord, 5 b6nded; 4 Jun~. 5 t1onded; 
6 June, 1 heewd; 10 June, 2 heerd; 13 August, 22 bonded; 14 August, 9 
bonded; 28 August, 6 bonded, 2 heeH·d. Eastern Kingbird 13 August, 1; 26 
August, 2. Horned lorlc 27 March, 4; 24 April, 10 flying. Tree Swallow 9 
May, 12 et Amisk Bridge; 23 t1oy, 1 recopture, 12 seen; 26 ~luly, present. 
Bonlc Swallow ~luly 30, 5000 estirnated 6t Arnisk Creek. Cliff Swallow 
9 t1oy, 8 ot Arnisk Bridge; 22 t1oy, at the same location, 1 recapture and 1 
bonded, 40+ seen. Born Swallow 9 r·1ey, 7 fit Arr·risk Bridge; 22 1'1EJy, 2 
bonded ond 30+ counted; 26 ~luly, present; 13 August, 30. Blue Joy 22-23 
May, 1. Ameri con Crow 9 11oy, 4; 22-23 t·1cy, 2. Bl oclc-copped 
Chickadee frorn 8 to 23 May only 1 ~;e.en; 13 August, 3 t1emded; 14 August, 
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Septernber, 2 banded. Vesper Sparrow 30 April, 1; 9 t1fly, 2; 22-23 Moy, 3; 
7, 9, 10, 12 June, 1 singing find 1 bonded, 1 bonded, 2 bonded, 1 bonded, 
respectively. All birds were rnoles. Savannah Sparrow 24 April, 3 in 
fields oround Willow Edge Point; 9 Moy, 15; 22-23 Moy, 7 bonded find 29 
seen; 6 June, 10; 7 June, 15; 9 June, nests in vorious stoges; 12 June, 4 
eggs end 1 cowbird egg; 13 June, 19 bonded; 15 June, 7 bonded; estirnflted 
the rotio of Sollonnoh to LeConte's to Stlorp-Toiled Sporrow fiS 74:20:1; 26 
July, present; 14 August, 2 bonded (HY-U); lost record 4 September, 1 
bonded (t1-U). LeConte's Sparrow 24 April, 7; 30 April, 1 bonded; 2 June, 
1 bonded; 9 Moy, 2 singing; 22 May, L lincoln's Sparrow 22 May, 2 seen 
end 1 banded. White-throated Spurrow 23 May, 2 bonded and 6 heard or 
seen. White-crowned Sparrow 4 Septernt•er, 1 (HY-U). Dark-eyed Junco 
2 October, 2. Lapland Longspur 2 April, seen; 24 April, 40 o11erhead; 30 
April, o11erhead and feeding on the ice; 9 May," 100; 4 September, 100; 2 
October, 2. Smith's Longspur seen on May 15, no nurnber listed. Snow 
Bunting 24 April, ~200 flying; 30 April, flocks over the ice; 9 t1ay, L 

-1Jt~·~o~cd.~---""'4.9-Bobolini.Uo_Goldfinch (9 species) 
~- "U, _----.:_____,__~:____ __________ _ 

>t, 13 
ugust, 
loy, 1 
3nded; 
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15 
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Bobolink single birds seen on 20, 21 t1oy; 23 Mfly, 3. Red-winged 
Blackbird 30 April, smell numbers of males present; 9 May, 400 M, 1 F; 22 
Mfly, 1 F bended, 2 M, 200+ seen; 4 June, 1 M and 1 F bflnded; 14 June, 1 F 
bonded. Western Meodowlork 4 April, I; 24 April, 2 singing ot Frflncis' 
Farm; 9 MBy, 2; 23 MBy, 1; 6 ~lune, 1 Ell Frencis' Farm, I on Greenlee 
t1efldows. Vellow-heoded Blockbird 13 April, present; 9 MBy. 250; 23 
MBy, 70. Rusty Blockbird 2 October, 3000 in lflrge flocks. Brewer's 
Blockbird 2 October, 1000 in one large flock. Brown-headed Cowbird 9 
t1ay, 200 in several flocks; 22-23 MBy ond 7 ~lune, several bEJnded; 2 
October, 500+ birds. Purple Finch 9 MBy, 1 singing. American Goldfinch 
3 ~lune, 1 ~;een; 9 ~lune, 1; 29 ~lune, 5; 13 AUAUSt, 14; 28 AUAUSt, 1 bflnded. . . 

17 


