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We, the authorised Intemal audiiors assigned 1o audit the 2009 Financial
Records of the Beaverhill Bird Observatory, have examined the aftached sheets
(logether with receipts and cancelied chegues associated with each debit,
receipts ssued for donations, monthly bank staterments and records of deposits

made at the bank), and we find that the records as presented are complete,
bakance and are in order.
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Itroduc thon

The wamwener wtaff 2t the Reavorhill Bisd Observatory (INR0) i 2009 comistod of myself (Katie Calon), and
Ashiey Thorsen. Though spring migration mosiloring commencod on May |, we were sway froe the
obncrvanory Boem May 14, 10 aniond the aoneal brd banding workshop hosted by the Canadian Wildide
Service. This year the workshop was held at the Dfta Mandh Hird Observasory in Manitoba, and the tranvel
Ten 10 pat thore kapt ws away from the nets for the boglaning of migration monitenng. The cumitanding
stekage from Peter Pyle was well worth fhe delay, however, 2 we posred over plamage lermimology and
aging comparmons of foalber tracts and wese prepurad b ke on D spring monituring of (he BBO.

Last fall there was 2 significant habvtst chumge to the northern porthon of the nutural arcs. A pras fire
eccumed on Scpsomider 18 and barmad acress the dry bkebed lrom Francis Pomt 00 the Weir, passing
Swogh the osallow grid It bumed mostly grass and willows hoflare being soppod by fiey crews ngt
snderncath ncts K, 9, OX, and 12 cauning some damage to hose nets. A socond fire ocourred on Novessher
3, bt did oot come s Chose 0 Dhe maturad arce and was stepped Quickly by fiee crews. The change is guile
starthing. as whan was once chest-hugh grass in and around e swallow gred aow looks Ske a manerad
park, but the bt of raie Sis spring s showing B¢ vegotation comng in very hash, How the effects of the
fire mighe irepact the bard captures this year should prove to be qeile infeneating.

Sowghird Migration Mowitoring

The spring of 2009 stamad showly, with 2 singhe American Robin
Yoing capaarcd om O first banding day This halled s o thvisl ing

& would Be 2 very slow spring, but we wore mprined with abotal B
of 18 individuals the socond day of banding —quitic 2 jump’ Over
D conrse of the spring dending period (May | -June 9), & total of
S00 wods of 39 spetces wene captared in the it nets in 1608 net
Bonars (31,00 hiody/ 100 et hours). This captuwe sl Is up guie 2 bt
compurad o e proviowm four yoan, and approaches B captere
mates froms 2000 4o 2004 (Figure 1)

Mbicy hobdiag S fleut bird of the your'

Captare Mume
(értw/ 100 met Soury)
a3 cBREEES

|0 T 002 MO 004 NOS N 000 e e
Your
Figwre | Copture tuies ltore Sporag Migetion Menbionng (ree the year 2000 % 2009

OF the binds capturad, 351 were newly banded, 9 were repeats, 1) were retuems, and 47 were idontifiod as
other capaures (Table 1) Sorme notable species Sial wore captured (s speing included a Cooper’s Hawk, »
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Gray~chockad Thnash, and warblen nclading Americas Roddanm, Comnnecticst Warbilers, Ovenbinds, »
Noethern Watcrthnnh, an Orange-crowncd Warbler, and s micgrade Yellow-sumpod Warbler, A
particularily locky oot check inchuded the capture of & Least Flycancher, an Alder Flyomcher, and & Willow
Flycatcher allowing for & (hone comparion of hese difliceli-dodifferentiae species. Some species were
conspiowoasly absent from the sprng captunes, acladng Doway and ) kviry Woodpeckons. An oxcitng
sighting St did not make it into the mist nets wax 3 mals Cape My Warblor that sang his way along net )
me moming

The Conpor’s Hawk!

y
-



Table 1, Bieds caught in musl nats ot Begverhlll Bird Observatiory Spring 2000,
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The wop five species capiured this spring inchaded Least
Fiyconchers (20 Clay-coloured Sparrows (86), Mynle
Warblers (35), Swalewon's Thrashes (25), and Yellow
Warblcrs (15). These five spocees made up 43% of the wtal
birdh capturcd. The wp five species R each year sinoe
20010 is compared in Appendix A, and the percentagy of the
1tal capteres made wp of the lop five spocies is
considorably lower Tils year Shan in peevious yean, which
may indicate 3 higher perceniage of & wider varfety of
wockes Lent Fiycakbers have boen m e top five even
vear since 001, Clay-0olourad Spamows every yer exvoop
008, and Yellow Warblors every your exoopt 2004, Myrtle
Warblons and Swalmon's Thnnhes hove booa in the top
The ) spame. Lot Fyomcher five for sis of the nime years shown (Appendin A)

The total reamsber of net howrs was 1608 howrs, of 2 possibie 3120
hours. The Nirst Sowr duys banding (May §-4) were lost due o e
staff attendance of the handing workshop i Dita Mard,
Maaioba, along with Anna Dales (BBO 2007) and Nicole
Lindfoot from the Lesser Shave Lake Bind Obrservatory
Addithonad duys were lost due 1o weaiher this sprmg. There wene
» ambor of days koot dew %0 mow, as well 35 wind and rain, and
delayod start Semex dus 1o frost or sub 2010 lomparatarcy in the
carly mormings. The very lafie saow in carly June was especiallya
surprise, and n addaion 0 affecting the banding, seene of the it
stfls plants were frosted 1o doamh, and | had to porchase another &
el of torratoes. Daspee the low number of net howry,
comparod o e proviown yoars, 2000 had 3 bigh capture rake
(Tabde ). perhags due 10 # greater namber of brds groended s Kalis Galng ¢ 0500 md soomy Sonm
e arva dee 9 D bad weather

Tatie 2. Overall banding tesults fom 2000 Sprng Migraion Mondionng compared 1o hhe previous § years
1000 2001 2002 2003 2004 008 008 2007 008 2000
L] 29 950 754 532 08 242 W w50
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Tree Swallowy

This yewr the Troe Swallows were monilored by Soney
Alcrnan-Zooncts and Tyler Hallmas from Coescll Universty
as port of the Golondrinas d¢ las Americas Progect (website:
b, golondroas coraglsdul Thas propect s dedicasad
wtiadying the brooding Nology of Tuckhviwta ywallows acoons
Nowth and South Amcrica, Tyler's previos cyperience with !
Golondrings work had even takon v 1o Argestion where he
condeciod e e stadecs on Chilcan Swallows. Jenrry and
Tyler weoe Lept very Buny monitormg appeenciranely 40 sewt
bores ot cach of Suree Eflorent grids (RS, aad T) withio and
sound Be Beaverbill Natueal Arca

Jonny sl Tyler hing In the spwing
s

Dering B¢ Spring Migration Moniloring poriod, 3 grest deal of tiese was
spert monioring nesl comiruction, cpg liying. end epg development.
Nests were choecked almost every diy %0 determine how quickly the egps
were b, and & devior called an Ibumon was insered o Se nest. The
ihumon mcaseres the tereporasare of the nest 3t regular inservals and the
data s later dombaded 10 3 computer 0 taat it can be determined whot
the iemperatare of The oy were ot a particuller tiese of day. This
peovides insight lnso when anxd Sor how long the fomale Troe Swallows
me:: incubate the epgs. Uking a deviced called aa Onvilic, each ogy wan
recind devnguradase 3t regwlar photographed with a light vhining theough it %o dctermine ity

\ntervaly developrnent stage, sood 2n nostlings hatched they were individenlly
marked for farther stndies.

s addition to 3l the wadies om e sests and epge. 3y were captared whon possidble and bonded. and
Jerwry and Tyler were shie 10 caplare & Wotal of seven adults during the spring migration monitoring period.
OF these, Sowr were recoveries from peevious years. One of these individuals was fest dandod in 2008 and
wan agod as an afher second year bend, mconing i s a1 heast six years obd s year!

Bartims) )
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Other Banding

This year wo were excited 10 caich » fersale Parplo Finch i the migration mantoring mets, which is a
relativaly rare ecourmonce and & impared e 10 set up & net near the feader, We regulanily saw up %0 30
Purple Finches ot the feeder and wansiod 10 tarpet it & few more of the individuals poing though. Bt wan

Qquite e kearming experience!

W st set the net along the trees whene e fooder was hung. and learmed That we had 20 real chance of
catching finches—they simply sayed in fhe oo We triad hiding in the troes and Dasbing them off the
fooder and imto the met, bt Sicy simply Bow op and not oo, saying well sway from the net. Neal, we
maved the feoder out of the wees 1o the opposite shde of the net In the hopes of having them By e Bhe et
o the way %0 B fooder. The Snches wene cautious, and would My tewands the feeder, bat hover in front of
the net befors turning off and heading back info the troey. Eveatially one urant finch hoppad ender the act
dmkuﬁuwﬂ,&dkbﬂawd*bmm “crack” dkvﬂm:dba.h
one finch straight oo the trees isto e et but e
others copied the Brst finch and hoppod wnder of
wound he met % a0oess e foodr.

Firally, with B¢ fooder fall of fisches chowing
dosn, we Dushod them fosordds he rees and were
rewarded with 3 set full of hnds inchading one
findry make. In the Seture. starting by setting the net
betwoes e fooder and the ooy and Mlaabing
sowends the trees will likely save 2 groet deal of
. and rewand us with a greater mamber of Parple
Floch capteres. 2o %otal, we captured 11 Purple
Finches ining this method over e cour of one
barding dvy.

The ondy otser binds caposred and banded ths :
spring that was not in the migration menitoring nets A mabe Porplec Fimch. B peine of our cfforts’
or the fooder net wan & single House Wiren hal wan

found Muttering arvund imide the lab cne day. I musaged 1o squecee itself in through the trap door and
thes couldn's find s wary oot Lockily we were in the 1oh ot the thame 50 it wasn't stk for long. 1 wan
promgtly rebeased with a shiny sew dand. and may well have just flown aroend the comer 30 The aost boa
on the north side of the Lab,

Raptors

The only raptors Dot were danded as pant of e spwing miprason monnoring was 1he Cooper’s Hawk the
found s way into Net 3 ong moming, This is a peetty karpe bind 1o pot tangiad i $he aets and we wore
Racky it didin't rip throegh. This bird wan quite accommodiating and Mlew off afficr the photo shoot. There
win 2 et b with & Sharp-shinmod Hawlk Shat had atiompiod to captire & Least Flycatcher in Net 4, bat
unfonmununcly ¥ escapod the et 2 the basder spproached.

i e very carly spring Geoll Holroyd came cunt or 3 fow cvenings 0 anompt 0 casch a Short-cared Owl
He iruckiod ool ragtor traps bisted with guail 0n Pwo separste evenings and Iried o Francis View Point and
mear e T wwallow grid, extonding the traps st ko e dry lakie bod. Wah greet patience the rags were
manncd ustil dark bet sefortunately no raptons woee caaght (Nearly captering a Rough-Legped | lawk
added & bt of excitcment 10 the cvening of least ) Geoll™s hopes of fitling 3 Short-cared Owl with a wacilise
tramanzer were ot pealioed s speing despite our effonts, bt we wee glad to et the eaperience of
mlqm&wdmm Hopefully we will harve another cdance 10 help out with ths
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Nats

One Americon Robia sest was found this spring parked neatly betweoea e two BBO siaff cabins. The

rwnmunmmmm”huwnam
her in pesce.

Other Work
The 1ob has undorgone a fow improvements this yoar thaaks % the haed work of Al DeCroot snd Jim Beck.
A large dock has boon added 10 the Fort where the s2afl sec happy 10 5it and waich the bird fooder afler 3
duy of work, and the awming provides some neaded cover on ot of rainy deys. An improved solar panel
setup has plensty of elociricity runsing theough the lob, and the batieries stored in & new exterior

cleared up some Moor space. The new rain barel Al put In is polag 10 collect plonty of water

COOparTent
l‘uu-dﬁ-dn“&y-

The staff alse speet Gene cleaning out the stormge shed af the back of the lab, pumting everything in good
order, and tepainng the signs posted wound te natursd ares. Many of the sgra bad boen knocked down or

were o daTepar

Interpretation

The 2009 Big Bieding Breakfast wes held on May 30, 2009 and appronimately 25 visiors attended the
evert. A great deal of Janos Kovecs™ fabelous cropes were consamed, as well a5 2 few strips of bacon (quite
a few) A namber of ids aneaded the ovont 3nd listened with rapt attention o the banding demoratration
condecied by Katle and Ashicy—we bope 10 soe these futuoe ormithologiats out again sometise so0n! A
sotal of 19 birds were captured for the visitons, inchoding Least Flycstchers, & Howse Wren, @ Redeyed
Virco, Yellow Wirblers, and Clay-coloured Spamows. It was groat 10 see 50 many boand mombers out for
Be event, inchoding Max Harneman, Geolf Halyroyd, Al DeGroot, Margaset Takats, and James
Shepperd—Sanks for your stendence! We were also very happy 10 have Haedy Pletz out ot the
Obsersatory for the event, and e scliable belp of Koogan Sheppasd,

A prowp of Jusior Forest Waeders from Smokey Lake came ot 10 vish on May 18, Unfortunately, e
weather was sot cooperating of all and we wers unable 80 band duc %0 the 1now. Wi were still able lo give
Sem a demcratration sning » mulled Evening Oronbeak we heve on site, and explemed all sapects of Be
bunding process 1o Bem. Aler Bhe ik we provided cups of sea and the beave growp headed back 1o Delr
wehicles for Dhe loog drive home. We were 30 bappy 10 have them hese and hope they can retarn on a day
when the weather s beter.

Vishors

Addtional visitors came ot 10 The lab Suring speing 10 takie in Ihe banding, po for & wallk, or just visit e
safl We enjoyed the company of Irene, her parests, and her dog Omyx, Steve and Cristen Symes, Heolena
and Richard Balnes with Dhelr dogs Dylan and Dalley, Anss Datu and ber dog Fion, haac Calon, Jean
Horne snd her dog Marnic, sed sdditionsl isdividusls that escaped before sigring the guest book. We love
1 Bave visiters out jo sce the basding and hope there will be many more Doughowt the sermer!

Achnoniedpements

There aro many people 10 tank for a seccessfel spring of bending: Thanks t0 GeolfY for taking us owd
trapping, L Prieatiey for helping o irain snd covering days off Al DeGroot for sl the band work oo the
b, Jim Beck for working on the lab, all the board members that atteaded and assistod with the Big Binding
Broakfast, Janos for cooking breakfage, Jormy and Tylor for their thuless work on e swallow prid, Arma
Dalku for smending o moening of banding with w, snd poasibly others whone omission is solely due %0 mry
Poor memory. We are very grsteld 10 you alt!



AFPPENDIX A,

Top Five species captures froms 2001 1o 2009
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Abstract

The staff of the Beaverhil Bird Observatory (BBO) for 2009 were Katie Calon (bander-
in-charge) and Ashley Thorsen (assistant bander). The sumener period of breeding bird
monitoring went from June 10 = july 30. The Mordioring Avian Productivity and
Survivorship (MAPS) program continues 10 be the main method of suenmer avian
research at the observatory. Mist-netting was conducted at three established stations in
the Natural Area: BLAB, PARK and WEIR. Staff also conducted point counts
throughout the sumener at each station. Habitat for these statiors has not changed
sagnificantly from the last few years. Thw fiee Last fall that impacted the Natural Area
did not spread anywhere near WEIR or PARK. The very edge of BLAB's range was
bumnt, but this did mot affect any of the net lane habitats. A total of 147 Tree Swallow
nest boxes were in operation, and were actively monktored by two representatives of
Comell University’s Colondrinas de las Americas project. Nest records were
maintained for any nests found in or around the Natural Area, and additional
observations of birds, masumals, insects, and plants were documented.




MAPS Research Program.

Mist Netting Summary

A total of 900 hours of banding was conducted this summer. This fulfills 100% of the

enist-netting hours requized by the MAPS protocol. Net hours had 10 be made up on
ancther day once for the WEIR station due 1o heavy winds,

A total of 220 birds froen 21 different species were captured in the mist nets. Of the 220,
125 were banded. The resnaining 95 birds were cither already banded (Recapture or
Return), escaped unbanded, or were not able to be barded due to permit restricions
(ie. Ruby-throsted Humméngbird). The sumanary of all species captured was separaed
by location (Appendix 1). The majority of birds captured were Least Flycatchers (159,
723%). This is the highest propoetion of Least Flycatcher capbures in the last 8 years.
Other comanon captures induded: Warbling Viceo (12, 5.5%), Brown-headed Cowbird
(10, 4.5%), and Clay-coloured Sparrow (9, 4.1%). Of the 125 newly banded birds, Least
flycatcher comprised 85 (68.0%), followed by Warbling Vireo (8, 6.4%), Clay-coloured
Sparrow (5, 4.0%), and Brown-headed Cowbird (5, 4.0%.) There wasvery bethe
discrepancy between the numbers of top bandad species and top captured species.
Compared to most previous years, we had lewerYellow Warblers captured. Black-
capped Chickadees are regularly in the top five captured speces, and yet, we captured
noee during MAPS this year. We also did not find any Veerys in the natural area, while
2007 and 2008 caught considerable numbers of them. However, itwas a good year for

Warbling Vireo captures, particularly at WEIR.

BLABStation
Banding was conducied at BLAB on June 11, 24, and July &, 13, 22, for a total of 300 net

howrs (NH) (no net howurs were missed). Eighty-three birds from 10 speces were
captured at BLAB. Of the 83, 38 birds were banded. The other birds were either banded
eaclier in 2009, or were retums banded in previows years. BLAB s capture rate was 27.7
bizds per 100 net howrs. Least Flyestchers were by far the most coevmon capture at 64
bizds (77.1%). The next st common captures were Clay-coloured Sparrows (4, 4.8%)
Browrrheaded Cowbird and Warbling Vireo were cach captured 3 times (36%). BLAB's
recaptuse rate was 48.2%. This station had the highest captuse rate of the three statsons.

EARK Station
Banding was conducted at PARK an June 17, 23, and July 10, 15, 21 for & total of 300 net
hours (NH) (no net hours were missed).



Fifty-five birds from 8 species were captured at PARK this year; 31 of these birds
required bands. Least Flycalchers were certalndy dominant at this Jocation, with 46

captares (83.6%). Brown-headed Cowbirds and Clay-coloured Sparrows were caught
twice each (3.6%), and the four other spedies were only caught once each.

WEIR Station

Banding was conducted at WEIR on june 10, 22, 25, and July 12, 16, 23 for a total of 300
net hours (NH). Hours were missed on June 22 due 10 heavy wind. These hours were
made up on fune 25,

WEIR had the highest species diversity of the three MAPS stations with 82 birds
representing 13 species. Least Flycatchers were still in the majouity with 49 captures
(59.5%). The other most common captures included Warbling Vireos (8, 9.5%), Brown-
headed Cowberds (S, 5.9%), and Halry Woodpeckers (3, 3.7%).

Productivity

Of the three MAPS stations, WEIR had the highest productivity rate with 6 Hatch Year
(HY) birds captred. Out of the 220 10tal birds captured during MAPS mist-netting, this
repeesents a productivity rate of 2.7%. BLAB followed with 4 HY captures (1.5%), and
PARK had 0 HY captures. HY species captured were Least Flycascher (6), Hairy
Woodpecker (3) and Downy Woodpecker (1). Overall, these numbers reflect a
productivity rate of /220, or 4.5%. Productivity rates were most likely affected by a
late breeding season due 10 cold weather and snow into June. Therefore, many HY birds
were still in nests or recently Sedged wiven MAPS mist-netting Rnished on July 25+,
The cold temperatures may have also resulted in senaller chatch stzes or less nesting
success. Lack of water would have also negatively impactod plant growth and insect
populations, so food supplies might have been decreased.

Paint Counts

While no longer a part of the MAPS protocols, standardized point counts continue as
part of the BBO sumener monitoring protocols. Point counts are conducted at nine set
locations for each station, and take place once during each MAPS 10.day period. All
bird activity at each point Is documented for ten minutes, with distinctions made
between obwervatioos during the fiest three minutes, five minutes and ten mioutes. Dats
collected during the initial three eninubes is also repoeted 10 the Beoeding Bird Survey.
Observers attempt to distinguish between singing, counter-singing, calling and visual
cbservations of each species detected. Counter-singing Is considered the most acourale




confirmation of beeeding location for a spocies, sinoe males are actively defending
beeeding territory. Singing is also likely broeding habitat behaviour. Calling and visual
observations (except visual sightings of a nest or juvenile feeding) are not indicative of
breeding locale, but nonetheless indicate the presence of a specios at some point during
the sumener seascn, Point counts remain a vital part of the BBO samener mwnitoring,
because they document a number of species that are not represented by mist-metting
captures, particularly riparian specios, grassland species, and species that fly above the
trecdine. However, while the locations of cach point reomain standardized, the weather
conditions and time of obscrvation are not. Since point counts are of Jower Importance
than mist-netting, point counts are frequently reserved for days which are unsuitable
for banding due to poor weather. Heavy wind and/or rain were observed on six of 15
total poindt counts and Mkely decreased the amount of desections made,
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Table 1. Nests found in and sround Beaverhil Lake Nabural Aces is 2009,
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Iree Swallows

This year was the first year in which theee full swallow nestbox grids were monitored
for the Golondrinas project. [n 2008, 50 boxes were built and placed East of the indtial ‘T
Grid. This new grid is called 5. Additional boxes were placed strategically along
Rowan's Rowte to create ‘R’ grid in 2000, In the ‘R’ grid, boxes were purposefully
abserrated with the original bowes in an attempt 10 see which swallows would prefer.
This fall, stalf ivend to document how mary of the new boxes were used versus the old
bonops. Casual cbservations thas far suggest the swallows greatly preferred the old
booees. BEO staff also mondioced baxes along Range Rd 123 and at Francis Viewpaint
(Elson’s boxes). Research conducted at R, T and S gnids was performed by Jenary
Aleman-Zometa and Tyler Hallman froem May 15 10 July 15. In total, they banded or
recaptured 386 Tree Swallows! Their daily observations have provided us with & mach
more detailed picture of Tree Swallow nesting patterns, as summarized in Table
below,

Table 2. Results of Tree Swallow nesting in theee grids for 2005.
R T

Avalatic taves 48 49
TRES nest anampls 23 b ]
TRES occupancy rte (%) @0 e
Boxns i socconstl TRES conts (%) | 298 a3
Falo? TRES retts “ L
Race of TRES nat lndure (%) A 154
Avg TRES young/rest 42 87
Highes! chsch skae 6 7
Lowasl ciuich sire 1 3
Latest lay date o 20
Eartest halch date 170m  1580n
MOGL nests ] 1
MHOWN nesls 0 2
s
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AS TRES batded 4
AR recaptire rate (%) 4
Lo TRES Sedaings 0
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Qther Monitering/Observations

Plants

Casual observations of plants throughout the Natural Area were made by stalf during
the MAPS period. Species noted are listed in Table 3 below. This does not represent a
comprehensive account of all plant species at BBO, staff was limited both by time

constraints and knowledge of plant species.

Atako Modica00 sathe
Ashe Cuover Trfokom Aybacdum
Avow loaved Cottuloot Palaides captiats
Aot 3pp.
Batsam Poplar Popoius Datsamisr
Bech Bat:ly pagymians
Bue-eyod Grass Syyvinchcem monfanum
D degved Sandwort Awrart tarficrs
Ceonads Goldervod Sobdego cansdonss
Canada Thistle Carsiam arvonse
Cavex pp.
Choke Cherry Prongs vepeana
Common Dive Lathuce Laciuce fatarico
Commen Chickwend Sodada make
Commen Pk Wirtergreen Pywola asorvola
Common Plantasn Planiago major
Commen Yarow Atlos milatobam
leoweed Epdctium engustdolurn
Fortad Barey Hroeum LA
Golden Dock Rumes martemus
Creen Windergreen Pymoia virens
Long-ead Chickwess Sledana iongfoia
Marsh Ragwort Senecio cospasion
Marsh Siedficap Siufedens guienculaly
Norhem Rdes crycardhoiies
Norhem Grass of Pemassas Pamasse patatrs
Pale Coral Roct Coralioethr s iica
Pale Persicaria Potygonen lopetniodum
Pasave Sagewon Anevane Ypd
Purpie Mik-Vedch Asagalis agress
Pussyytoss sp Anlsonacs 3
Red-osler Dogweod Comus stolonders
Rose sp. Rosa sp
Rough Cingualod Potertdls aorvegecs
Poterila asserios
Sorde e Beardiongue Penstonon proceves
Stae-fowered False Sclomon's-Sesl Sobscine staliats
Cargey; Nette Urica dloke
Sweet Ciover Moot oficmaks
Gwosl scantnd Dedst e Gabown ¥forum




Tremblng Aspen Popedss romuioides
Two-seaded Sadge Came Asperme

Weslorn Srowte Ty Syophoncapos cockdentally
WG Mrx Menths arvensss

Wid Red Raspberry Rudus seos

WD S¥rpmteny Fragate wpnana

Wiow Spp. Sakx spp.

Wire Runh Ancys belcys

Yelow Avers Goun seppacum
Mammals

Many macmals were seen during the MAPS period. White-tadled doer were frequently
seen during banding and point counts. They were spotted most often in PARK in larger
numbers. Unfoctunately, a doe and her young fawn destroyed cne of our nets at PARK
while making a hasty retreal. A moose was spotted cccasionally near the lab and at
PARK, though for the most part, it proved to beelusive through most of the summer.
Porcupines were encountered on & couple of occasions, twice at PARK and twice near
the bab. | was lucky 10 witness 3 mother porcuples nursing her young while [ was on a
solo walk oo evening, While checking Sew-whet owl boxes, Katie and 1 were surprised
by a Nocthern Flying Squirrel that had taken up residence. Another flying squirred
cccupied an old birdhouse adjacent 1o the lab's dearing. Later In the season, a family of
flying squirrels moved into the roof of Raven Roost, and the staff now hear them
scrambling about atop the cabins and near the bird feeders each night. This has been a
very good year for rodents. There is a group of resident Meadow and Red-backed Voles
that enjoy a comfy life around the Lab. They have grown gaile fond of the feeder seeds
dropped by birds, and can often be seen nibbling beneath it. Other mamenals induded
weasels, coyoses, and smowshoe hase.

OtherAnimals

No regular monitoring of insects was undertaken during MAPS 2009, due to lack of
time. Butterfly species noted included: Tiger Swallowtail, Nocthern Crescont, Whdte

Admiral, Fritillary sp., Sulphur sp., Northern Pearly Eye, Mouming Cloak, and Skipper
sp. Two Viegin Tiger Moths were seen at BBO.

Due 10 the complete lack of water all arcend BBO, it is not likely that any amphibilan
speckes are present, save for the abundant and hardy Wood Frogs that were seen
hopping along tralls throughout all regions of the Natural Area. One evening, & Plains
Garter Snake slithered along the Weir to the delight of staff.



Events and Visitors
Beaverhill hosted two major events during the summer MAPS program. Firstly, we
were selected by Nature Canada 1o be the recipient of an endowment left by Charles
Labativk. In honour of Mr, Labatiuk, who recently passed away, Nature Canada and
Charles” family came to BBO on July 18* for a memorial lunch, Jim Beck, Al DeGroot,
Katie and 1 arrived early 10 set up the cbservatory for the event.  Rented tables were set
up, along with large tenks to shade the attendess. Lunch was prepared by Lisa
Priestiey, Margaret Takats, and Margaret's sister-in-law Gail James Sheppard and his
sons Keegan and Paxton barbecued authentic Ukralndan sausages for the crowd. At the
Legron in Todleld, Chuack and Lisa Priestley gave a presentation about BBO and bird
banding, before keading the entourage of cars and a school bus to the Natural Area
Ower 70 people attended on an extrermely hot day to pay tribute to Chacles, Speeches
were given by Natare Canada, Chuck Priestley and Charles’ parents. A lot of work
went into the very successful and heartfeit tribute. A bench with a plagque has been
placed at the Observatory In honour of Charkes Labatiuk.

Beaverhill had only a few days o recover from all the exciterrent before the second
event of the sumaner took place. On July 21%, 25 Aboriginal Junéor Forest Rangers from
Lac La Biche area and their four supervisors arrived to assist BBO in fire-smarting
efforts. Jim Beck and his son spent three labour-intensive days prior to their arrival
clearing an area large enough for them to camp. The JFRs set up their four massive tents
in the butterfly dearing near the lab, with their vebicles nearbyy in case of esnergency.
The fire Jast fall came close 10 destroying the lab and staff cabing, 30 firesanacting has
become a priority. The main project undertaken by the JFRs was clearing an alternate
emergency exit for staff. Om July 224, they were jodned by Chuck Priestiey and Bryn
Spence. and used brushers and dippers to dear Flicker Freeway and Harrler Highway.
Harrier Highway has now been widened for vehicle access from the visitor parking lot
to Warbler Way. Flicker Freeway’s end closest 10 the lab has also been widened.
Hopefully wark can be finished next summner, and then regular yearly maintenance
should peeserve this x5t route. Feeding approodmately 30 people for 24has was & major
task. Lisa Priestiey, Margaret Takats and her sister-invlaw Cail, and Barb and Jimn Beck
provided the rangers with excellert meals that recetved rave reviews. Janos Kovacs,
who was called out at the last minute to help Lisa prepare breakfast, deserves a special
thanks,

Aside froen these events, other visitors to the Natural Ares included: lreme and her dog
Ovnyx, Richard Tyler (visitor from England who read about BBO on the website),
Clacdia Cameron (Katie's mom), Steve Symes (friend of staff), and a couple people who
were soen walking their dogs through the Notural Area



Maintenance

A rumber of changes were made 1o the lab and iis environs during the MAPS period.
Al DeGroot added a tarp o the new deck. In order to prepare for our major summer
events, the BBO lab received a new coat of paint courtesy of BBO staff. Katie and 1 also
thoroughly deaned the lab, re-organized the ssorage area, weed-whacked all tall grass
ard troe saplings from the lab’s dearing, and cut back willow growth on B8O
Bowlevard. Jim Beck made the lab a firewood bin 10 stoee the wood away from the lab.
Stalf began removing dead shrubs and sticks from around the Lab and stalf bunichouses.

That is the second major component of the BBO fire-smarting plan, and will continue
into the fall
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Fall Report 2009



Alsstract

Soaghind migration mossoriag was conductod feom August | through October 10, 2009. There
were 375 binds captured (235 birde/ 100 sot howrs). Saw-whet owl sets were set from Seplomber
10 through November 11 on 45 dagys. W caught 127 sawewhet owls (captare rate of 158

owls' 100 net hours). The Stcaks and Saw-whets event was a dupe sucooss again with ower 100
peopls coming oul 10 the Iab 1o observe san-whet onl banding. There wore sheo 2 vanicty of
visitors observing e songhind and wv-whet 0wl handing through the fall.

Fhate of velumbenr Anma Dads with Hawy Wesdpesher,

Al phatas by Lise Priesticy smlexs stherwise moted



Soaghird Fall Migratien Meaitoring

Fall migration a Boaverhill Bird Observatory in 2009 was very low compared 1o previous yoan,
Only 875 binds were caplured, & caplure rate of 23,8 binda/1 00 net hours (e lowest mate ever)
(Tabie 1, Figeee 1) A total of 367050 net hours wore ren, 85 4% of the total 5616 net hours that
wore possible.  Five fall days were ssiscd due 1o poor weather (wisd, ssow, cold), thinces days
were messed for stafl days ofl.

Table 1. 20019 fall results from Beaverhil) 0 wn
Year 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Berds 204 140 2005 i 1315 9s 1256 1969 wN M &85
Cagtured
Drds A 111 178 1404 1093 nis e 1525 952 T Jin
Barded
NetMowrs 25315 284305 36785 417175 81825 388 278725 M0 15340 13995 MWNS
Capture rate 108 &2 “ws 4.2 M »2 a5 w5 NS N2 18
(Srds/ 100M
Speces S& b3 56 8 b 0 9 6} 2 - b3
Sacheed,

© et Bl | i g M ot Nt e Bl

Capteve Rate
P 1E0 net hin

.o 8 58888

- - . v v - - e - -

Figure 1. A comparison of fall capture rates (songbinds 100 sct howrs) between 1999 and 2009

Top five spocies reprosenting 06 6% of the capteres were: Myrthe Warbler
(2100, Least Flycatcher (151) Shatc<cokeed Junco (84) Blck-capped
Ohickadon (390, and Yellow Warbler (49). The only wusssd species that
were captured this Gl were o Ruby-throstod Hummisgbind and 8 Cooper’s
Hawk., The specios dvorsity was quite low fhs yoar and there were very
few warblors capoured.  September 30 and Oxtober § were the busicnt &ayx
for banding. which is quite late In B¢ scason Kor high nembers of Nods
Although we complete monitoring oo October 10, Katic set up the nets on
one extra day (October 23) and caught |18 more binds.  This indicates a very
Bike yoar v migration.  The speisg migration and sumescr becoding was
also geite bate in 2009,




Teble 2. Bieds canght in mist oets ot Beaverhill Bird Observatory fall 2009.
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Saw-whet Owi Migration

Beaverhill B Obscrvatory

Northorn Sauvwhet Owl fall migration monitoriag bogan on Scptomiber 10 and was completod on
November 11, A jotal of 28 days were covered amoonting %0 306,50 net howers. We canght 127
saw-whet owils (capoere rate of 158 owle/100 net bours), the second lowest capture rale since we
started i 2002 (Tabls 3, Figure 2). Foathors were again collocted for isotopes and sexing. One
Loag-carad Owl was also captercd, and two were frogeently observed arosnd the b and along

Accipiier Alley. The sovident male Great Homed Owl wans hesed on a sember of evesings and ose
Short-cared Owl flew over o a few nights.

Table 3. of Nerthern ® Owh st Heaverhill Lake 2002-2008 (Sept 9 Nov 141
| Yeur Number of  Number of Net | Numder of Owls Number af (haty/
Nighas Hears Captured 100 Net Hears

R s hee T3 O

2003 “ TS500 19 199

2004 ”» o0 N ny

2004 »” w0 00 158 ns

208 «Q $51.50 Vo 70

7 w 67500 154 3

2008 o A 30 i 16

2004 i 0 %0 [ b1 155

Tewl - - e P

=t Capture Rate
—g—CaptureRate 2 [

|
:

S - v - - - -
Yoar

“igure 2. A comparison of captere rates (saw-whets/ 100 act hours) between 2002 and 2009:
coplure rate (al caplercs ), coplure rale 2 (Scplemiber 9 30 November 14 enly ).

Plotz Park

Hardy Pletz spent 10 nights (95 sct Bowry) trapping for srwonwhets ot has scrcage Plete Park, south
of Millet, and caught 47 and bandod 40 Savwe-what Omds (44,2 owls/ 100 st howr).



Cishlion's Geove

A new Savewhot Oul menitoring saleilite dation was extablished by Hob Geblon near Linddeook
(west of Tolleld). Bob banded on 27 nights for 440 hours and caught 77 owds (capture rale of 17.7
onls 100 net bours). g also had an exciting re-cncousicr of 3 banded owl. On October 7 a9

P he caught am owd that had beea previousty handod af Nisbet Forest near Prisce Albert, SK i

2008, This owd was relcased by Bob and then was caught 2 the Beaverhill Bind Observatory four
hours kaer by GeolY Holeoyd. So this Tisthe owl traveliod cast about 17 ks in wader fowr hours,

mmmmmwmm
Youe

Figure 3, Comparion of sam-whet captiee ruies of Pletz Park, BBO, and Gehlent's.

Raptor Traps

There were e rapior traps (two drop-iad and ons Swedivh Goshawk trap) opos on sile betwoon
August 29 and October 10 for 1231 trap howrs. Ounly one Black 2alled Magpie and one Cooper’s
Hawk were captured and handod. There was cng trap open at PRl and Helen Trelry™s farm asd
oo Cooper’s hawk was captured, bandoed snd selcased m Beaverhill. There were 10 more rapior
tregs repawed, and ace ready 1o be wsed next Ll if we can secure more lure animals.

Interpretation

‘eyerhacuser,
rmumw«-»m«wm-mmmum»nam
Peter Dusn, who did Ms thesis on Tree Swallows many years ago, and belped
1986,

buikd
We cclcbeatod asother wooenfel Sicaks and Somewbots evert.  This year the cvent
October 2 and 3, 2009, and marked our 7 yowr of ruaning the peogram.  The Friday
beautiful, sennry and warss for the tise of year, People began arriving srousd 6 pam. and we had
some snacks out 80 e everyone over until the steaks and chicken were ready. Our volostoers pot

o~



sicaks and chackon on Bie Bar-BQ, the potntoes and com cob were ready, and all the fivings were
oot by 645 pm. At X pom. the mint nets weat up and the call of the Noethern Saw-whet Owl was
played on a CD player. Chuck Pricsticy gave a shoet presentation about the bird observatory and
the owl work and then Katie Calon lod the et group of poople %o chock the nets, lacredibly, we
caught an owl Be very first net check, and five of them through the evesing.  Unlorunalely,
Saturday s woather did not cooperate. W set $he nots, bat chances were slim for calching owly
dec 10 the on and off very light drizzde and e windy conditions. The wind roduces the Sstance
that the sound of the CD call will travel, which is important for atiracting owls o e nets, We
wore shul out on night two for Saw-whet Owls, bet were hagpy 10 repoet that & Berrowing Owl
made an appeamance.  We very much enjoyed hosting the evert. a

Natural Aren Work

Firs Smanting Work

The Fire Smarting work continued i Septomber with a group of volunieors comsing out 10 help on

Soptember 19 with chain sawing, clippmg bewnh, and clearing the road along Flicker Froeway
(second sccess 10 lab). We also worked on clearing pios of brash from around the lab,

Shescling Improvement Prosect

This yer Beaverhill Bind  Obscrvalory
compieted a project to fence the north side of
the Beaverbill Lake Naturadl Arca and W0
replace all the wire gates with metal hinged
ones. Last Gll we Jost all of cur fencing
materials in e fliest e on B¢ lake. We
were able 10 apply for adéitional fimding and
still had fending available from other prants
10 compleie the fencing project. One of owr
Hoard of Diecctors, Matt  Harscman,
convincod his dad Rick Hanneman o lake on
the peoject and he completed it very guickly

¥ .-

and peofessionally with help from a brother
nd dbeother-in-daw, Over one mike of fencing
on the north side of the Natural Arca will help
kecp cantle out of e wetland arcas and feom
damaging sets and nestboxes. Abo five gates
wore imslalicd, onc 3t the parking hot, Shree
along Accipiter Alley, and ong at the north
soocss point b the Natural Arca. The sorh
gate will be Jockod for the winler 1o reduce
motorired vehicle access. Thanks 10 Jies and
Marta Boshon for donating ten of the gates,

that we used akoeg Accipiter Alley.



Pablications asdd Presentations

Lisa and Chack Pricsticy attoaded the Canadian Migratioa Monliaring Network in Tadoussac,
Queboc. Thin was a movting of repeesentatives from 14 member stalions and theoe saociated
stations across Carada, Envievament Canada stall, pradusie studeats, the CMMN sicering
commitioe, and other supporters,  Alberta was well repeeseniod with Bree people from BBO, two
from LSLBO asd two from CBBS. We prosestad theee talks, onc on an overview the BBO, one
on sexing sawewhets owds (hased on Chuck's thesis). and onc on isotopes (again 2 part of Check's
thods wark). We alwo vindtod the Tadouwae saw-whet boreal handing station 10 sec how By had
their mncts set up with e call playback.

- Meto by Ted Owsbey [(Natire Canade

We also amended 2 book Lauach in Calgary for Margaret Atwood™s new book “The Year of the
Flood™, Margasct penned a shont semi-dramatic porformance of her book and performances in
Ottawa, Toronto, Calgary, Vascouver and Sedbury were fundesisers for Natere Canada,
Domacions made to Natere Canada at Margaret Atwood's performances directly supporsed
comscrvalion work af deportant Bind Arcss throsghout Canada, The Tusding also was going inlo
the Labatiuk Fund through which Beaverhill Bind Obscrvisory is supponied. A displary for Nature
Carada way st wp, and mformation beochares on Bicaverhill Bind Observatory sad Nature Canada
were available for people 1o pick up during the beok signing,

The BBO was also in atendance for the froe admission day at the Jobn Janzen Nature Comter. We
had 2 bisd basding dema, a display Boand, and ahw had Napi the Burrowing Owl in afendance.
Wo alws sct up a display at the Don’t Hibemate event in Tolleld
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Songhied banding volentcors wore (F of days): Anna Daku (1) Matt Hanoeman (1) and Hedwig
Laskau (1) Voluicers that helped with Semewhet Owl monnoring include: Jim and Bar® Beck
{2, Gerry (3) and Robyn Beyershergen (1), Geoff Holroyd (3), Hedwig Lankau (1), Chack
Pricsticy (1) and Hclen Trefry (1), Thanks 1o Sicaks and Saw-whets volunicers On site were T
Calos, Al DeGroot, Matt Hansceas, Chuck Pricsticy, James, Keegan, and Paxton Sheppaed,
Margaret Takats, Josel Takats. Mard ook provided bor Bamous owd cepcakos (1 never did gt
enc), and Bryn Spence made the signs snd Thins. Thanks to Katie Calos, our bander-in-charge
for switching danvs off o help with e wockend  Fire Smarting work volunicors were Gorry
Beyersbergen, Al DeGiroot, Magt Hamsoman, Geoll Holeoyd, Jasos Kovacs, Jonathan Martin.
DeMoor, Chuck Pricstioy, Kate and Sam Priesticy, Margaect and Josef Takats, We also thank
Haedy Plctz and Bob Geblen foe volustocring Showr time 10 run saw-ahet owl moniloring ol their
Kreages.




Beaverhill Bird Olocrvatory photos of (all 2009




Beaverhill Bird Observatory Update May 1-7, 2009-05-08

Hedlo all, asd welcomne 10 the 2009 banding scason a2 the
Beaverhill Bind Observatory! 'm Katse Calon, the
bander-in-charge, and am back m the BBO after banding
here in 2006 (before §was marrsed!), §am really excited
to spend another summes i the Natural Area and am
ready %0 enjoy the birds, butterflics, flowers and wildiife
this special place has to offer. Ashlcy Thorsen is the
banding assistant thas year, and she is currently in the
Biological Sciences Technology Program al NAIT, we
are very happy 1o have you aboard Ashley!

The past woek has boen quite busy, we started with a inp
out to Delta Marsh i Manitoba for the annusl Canadian
e Wildlife Service Bandung Waorkshop, Poter Pyle, guru of
- all thimgs plumage, camse from Califoenia %o nsinact, and
"n'.'."..'.".'.":..“'..'.‘..“‘.!.‘.f.‘.";' the days were filled with carefel mspection of binds
W Al A i e AR coghit in the Tickd, as well as classroom time covering
molt lcrmisology 2ad the craxy ways woodpockers replace their feathers. Myself,
Ashlcy, Anna Daku (the banding assistant from 2007), and Nicoke Linfoot (the banding
sxsiamant o Lesser Shave Lake www islbo oeg) drove out and back. We marvelled at the
focks of snow geese aloag the way and swipped banding storics, making for a very
enjoyable drive!

Dse 10 the workshop, mist-nets were not openad uniil May 5%, and even then we were
delayed 2 bit due 10 the cold weather in the moming and couldn’t open watil 8 AM. The
first day wo caught only one American Robin, and were lelled into thanking thangs would
be very slow for a few days. Not so' The next day we were surpeised and glad to have 3
total of 35 birds, the majonity of which were Myrtle Warblers. Two birds 1 had never
banded before were also cought, mcluding a Purple Finch and a Yellow-bellied
Sapsacker, Please look for our handing totals for this week in the table on the next page.

We have also been kvolved in attempts af trapping 3 Short-carod Owl this week, GeolY
Holroyd, of the BBO boand of directoes and the Canadizs Wildlife Service, has boen om
foe two maghts attempting 10 trap 2 Shoet-carcd Oul. We e bopiag to get a smellite
transmitser fitted on an owl, as a great deal of infeemation could be gathered by tracking
their movements. Currently, very little is kaown about where, when, bow or why these
owls migrate. Though we have spotied them regalarly, they are still cluding the traps -
the closest we've come to catching anything was a Rough-legged Hawk that actually
perchad on the rap! Thasks 1o GeofT for letting us help oot with this project

As | weap up the flest updase for this year, 1'd ke 10 extond a very sincere welcoess 1o
everyone 1o come out and vissl the bind cbscrvatory, It i wonderfial 1o Bave visdorns, and
iLis a groat opportenity to see bieds up close. Who knows? Maybe you'll get a good



Table 1. Results from Spring Migration Menitering May | - 7, 2009.

[ Spevies Randed | chu | Resum’ laug_ | Other’ | Total
AmerwanRoban | § ] - ERCER Bal &)
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Exstern Phoche i ] Pl i : Tt 17 b
lkrmnl‘l'hmsh e N TR AR RS CEEN B A 2
Lincoln's Sparmow 2 W REE - - 2|
Myrele Warbler 23 Pyt =4 . 4 0|
PapleFinch | . : i
Slate-colourad Junco |6 =4 P ] e S

| Song Sparrow ! | . - . == &2 1O
Swainson's Thrush - 3] a . Rl e sl e (53
‘White-throated Spamow } 4 : Sl B
Yelkorw-Beilsed Sapsacker | . e~ =1 T 1
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) Bamdod o » oowsen oy Bam VN

4 Comght o 0wt ot Yot st hondind (i g oxcnped wev)

Left: Aabicy wah the firet bard of the yoar, an Amwricen Robin. Top Right: Mysthe Warkdcr, our o
Corsmsen captare Bois work. Rlotions right: The tad of 2 Myrthe Warblcr, prowth bars soe the rosh of wom
feg lach of food) when fhe foathers soc growing




Beaverhill Bird Observatory Update May 15-21, 2009

Wow, what craxy weather ths week! We lost a few banding
dayy duc to the mow and wind, but dapilc hat we had 2 total of
36 bands cangiv, 50 all in all not %00 bad. Scomed ke BBO was
spocrow contral s woek, wilh Clay-colourad, Chapping,
Vesper, Lincoln's, and Whine-throated Sparrows hopping
arousd in kerpe sumbors, aad cven onc Savannah Sparrow
captured and bandod.

Savewwh Spurrire
The BBO staff has some compeay for the next moath and &
half, Jenmy and Tyler e two visiting roscarchers from
Cornell University who will be doing dctalled studies on
the Trog Swallow gride. I you've noticed the lage nember
of ad&tonal nest doxes in and around the asteral arca, Sis
1s why! Josny and Tylor are part of an istormational
swallow project and informed us that the Beaverhill Lako
Tree Swallows arc the most peoductive known swallows - L )
haveag clusches of up 1o § young is truly cutstanding in Achlytms\-—
comparison 10 other parts of the workd. Who knew™ Peviing oot a the wrere

Exciag capreres for this weck imnclode sa adult malke
Rong-breantod Groabeak, a Northern Watenthruh, and an
integrade Y cllow-rumpod Warblor with characteristics of
both the Myrtle and Amdubon's subapecses. Porhaps most
exciting of al was the Fvosing Grosheak! Well, okay, it
wisn 't & real one. We have 2 loy Evesng Grosbeak in the
lab which we saad 10 demanuizaie the banding peocess to
the Smokey Lake Jnior Forest Wardens whon they came
ot for 3 visil om 2 cold wet day whes we weren't sble 0
band. What woopers’

Nowrtucrn Warer®wnh o (he
raoreing light

Raplor sightings this wock imschuded a Percgrise Faloon
over the wour, and 3 Broad-winged Hawk that hung
seound ncar The lab, maybe looking foe an casy meal o
the foeder? The Broad-wingod was very dhvy and Reshed
casily, 0 ofben all we saw was it flapping away.

We had many vestors this wook, inclodng Anas Daku,
bsaac Calon, Irone, a5 well as the Seookey Lake Janior
Forest Wasdens (10 people). We hope that spring is now
really and tredy hero, as we so¢ the fomalde Mosntain
Bluchird 15 on eggs already!




Tabile 1. Results from Spring Migration Mesitoring May 1521, 2009,
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Beaverhdll Bird Observatory Banding Update
May 22-28, 2009

Thes was 2 grest hamding wock of B0, The westher ooks bhe 4's
fwally geing o styy warms and weevy, and fhe bieds were back o full
Sonve 20 enpory It W caughe 22 wpecion thin wock!  The bt plavuges
of warbdors, oredes and groshoaics Doodod eor Natarsl Arca with vibeast
Bt il st sowgs, Bvery day Sevagt & sow armval lo ser ncts, and
while wr have thervagdy engoyod o thme spent with fhe varity of
sporven s Mying Duoagh, & wan voaderfal
Tomally Nave sommee s !

& barnny e Velume Nt

Owr st commondy baadod spocios right sow are Loat Fiycakchen, Yollow
Warblors s Clay <oloared Spanons. You are paarastond %0 hean'soc them of
you Comng for a Vit The Roso-drcsacd Grosdeaka and Bultemer: Orsolcs
oot & bt of Swew around o fooder s wock. We

placed orange proces sul for e Ovieloy wha have

A bty Conmecocnt Watiey = eresmemon c

Boen poing hesngh them 3t 3 raphd ez, Sot we wers sarprised 80 wc & kmale
Cirmabaak bl ot 3o cmangs an well! Oner Sooder (Ilod weh wmBower soodx)
B boon letally domntmasod by 3t leant 40 Paas Sadoon and 13 Amcrcas
Croddfimchn. Thisd bandors ostavane e G consent of 3 bard by genely Mowing
ande B Dondy Seadvirs bbow @ seck 30 wow o amy ft has collocind isdvraven
s oolar Do When we comght somse of these Sikins oo it ants, wy

piopad 5 Bow chom conploicly balpng sver with fel. These phung Sikins
will delnincly hve » pood st of I serod for Dhele menl jowrocy.

Vs rirg e Amare o Bebu ot

This wan e cacting wock Sor hawh sightmgs, b0, W wore very
surprncd %0 find & Cooper’s Hawk 10 onc of cor aot one sxemng.
Bocaane i was caught n oor muad-acts and we Save hands at the b
Rarge cnough for o thick Jogs, we wiore abie %0 cargfelly band 2,
making snre o avond i vharp bill and leag mabess. Thokding » bind s
Sz 1 your hoods o & btk summalating By STcadt te comprohond
Row bage sod powcrid cagiors arc when woon way ep O wky
Ecterming w handbng O teothpack-thin Jogs of sanghiads raally
ermphasioad how tiny songhleds aow. A Sharp-donangd 1wk wos a
Bl wo peoroned i o b sen oo day. and Faecad es 0 chose e
mots carly, The safory of Bag binds wi moeston bs aleays oar fio
cooceT.

W have 2 letle aver 2 wook bl of e Speing MNigraton Mosdioring
before we bogia MAFS. Come ot and sov D speing maigrants Sofany
s Soo late?

Coogar's Mawh



Table 1. Results from Spring Migration Monitoring May 22-28, 2009

Species Banded Repeat' Return’ Foreigs” Other' Totad
Amencan Golglineh 4 (4 0 0 Q 4
Amencan Reduat 1 ° 0 0 2 b |
American Robn 4 0 o 0 Q K
Batimore Onole 4 ° 0 0 ] 4
Black capped Chakadeo 0 Q 1 0 Q 1
Beown-hmaded Cowbud 1 2 2 0 1 7
Sachpoll W artinr 4 Q [ 0 Q 4
Clay<cohorod Sparsom «© 7 ° 0 9 5
Chigperg Spamow & 4 k) 0 3 2
Cooper’s Mawk 1 ? 0 0 ° 1
Conrectcut Warbier 1 Q Qo 0 ° 1
House Wren 7 P 4 ] 0 1 0
Leas! Fiycatcher IS} 2 L) 0 s 5
Myrte Wartver 7 (-] o 0 | n
Crvenbmrd 2 Q (=} 0 [} 2
Pre Sxkin 12 0 e 0 o 12
Roae-trasled Grosteat 2 Qo 9 0 Q0 2
Savervah Scorom 1 ¢ o 0 0 1
Swanson's Thvush 1" 0o ] 0 o n
Wartlng Vieso Qo ] 1 0 0 1
White-throsted Soarrow 2 0 ° 0 0 2
Yolow Watier 13 2 6 0 ) 2
Totw 149 15 16 0 n b7 I

v BEnOed Moy Ieien 50 daps) & B B0
Nt Mowes: 289 5 N B e R T Sy e —p—
Caplurw Rade: 5725 00w/ 100 NM | Burind o & bastum o B B B0

o Comptm o v omt bl st i J0.g eacpod vet)




Beaverhkill Bird Obscrvatory Update Junc § - Junc 9, 2009

This was owr Last period of bandisg for Spang Migration
Monitonng. It defimitely ended on 2 high nete. Our lawt
day srpesod us with @ fermale Troe Swallow = one of
owr mis-nets. Swallows don't geserally get caght in
mist ncts, s they are very capable flyers. This female
was alrcady adernod wich a band, aad 2 look through oer
secunds indicatod that she's been returnmg bere every
yoar %0 brood since 2006, June 9 aleo brought ws our
SOU™ copture for 2009, It was great 1o ccicheate this

¢ A4 - AN achicvoment with 3 special gues! appearance - a female
Velbra beloed Saposcior Yellow-bellsod Sapsucher.

As many of you know, B¢ drought impacting Aberia has aken a
hoavy toll on Bosverhill Lake. The momonies of it s an expamive
praine lake are held fondly in dhe memarnies of These who knew &
Katic and | can only imagine the lake im its glory, Many weader
how the secodimg water will alfect Beaverhdll's breeding and
migrast bhird populatioss. For comparisen, sefer 1o Figure 1 10 se¢
the copture rates of Speing Migration Moniloring from 2000 1o thes
yoar

Olary <obmred Spurrors

Chuack and Liss Priesticy joined us
ong eveming Bhes wock %o catch and
band the female Loag-Eared Owl who
is nosting in the Natural Arca. The
growp effort proved extremely
soccomfisl, and the banded mother owd
wies promgely retumed %o her boood.
The male wailed nearby 1o sbhow his
concerm, but it is unbiely that we will
be abls %0 catch him. Thax pair has
throe young hachlings, and we will be
retesrang 10 band them once they are
pood and roady.

Aoy and the fSormale Long<carad Owl

The owl nost 15 2 mce intreduction o our theme for Juse and
July ~ monhonng breeding birds al Beaverbill. We feel sightly
nonalgae as we look back over our Spring spocies captred.
However, a glance at this wook s data shows that our nember of
recaptures (dends that we've alecady bendod) is sacrcmung
markodly. This mcans that new migrants theough the area are
dwindling and most of our capoures are residest binds. So, as the
birds sctthe imto thew sumunce brocding homes, we mant bid a fond Kod<yod \irco
Brewell 10 Speing Migration 2009 & BBO. The Monioring

Avian Prodoctivity sad Survivorship (MAPS) program awaits!




Tablke 1. Rowults from Spring Migration Monsorteg Jene S - June 9 2009,
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Table 2. Results from Spring Migration Monitoring May | ~ June 9, 2009,
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Beaverhill Bird Observatory Update June 10 - June 19, 2009

With the end of spriag migration mositonng we have moved on 1o rennimg the
Monitoring Avian Production snd Ssevivorstop (MAPS) Progeam.  This coasists of
banding m theee differemt bocations across the materal arca, one site asoend the lab where
migration mositorieg takes place, cac sile et of the Weir, sad enc site south of the lab.
It is mhoe 10 harve some Sfforont soenery, and 1o detoct Sffcrent spocics wy don'l sec
around the lab,

We starsed this round with bandng at the
Wi sations. Walking out there in the
moming wo wore grected by species we
haven't beard dering the spring: Alder
Flycatchors, Commen Ycllow-throats, and
a Som (desgate he compiete lack of waser
n Lister Lake this yoar). The beading was
surprisingly basy, with a 1otal of 37 birds
caught at that wc, with the highlight
certamly bowng the Gray Catherd. B sooms
there is only one of these hinds captored
evory your, 50 wo did take somac tisse 1o

mmwu

Banding at the station ncar the lab was more toned down
wd typical of MAPS with |8 biedx caught, many ol
which alrcady bad bands. The MAPS peogram was
dovignod 10 axscns and mositor the vital rses sad
populatron dymamics of North American landbirds, and
the recapture of bandod mdividuals provides inught sto
tho survivorship of individeals on e broodng territeey
and oo the winkerag proends. Repeat individuals of
migratory species (Table 1) have survivied fall megrateon,
overwimenng, sad speing migration, which oa its own is
Emprosaee—dl i always sice %0 soc a familiar face from
hast yoar,

Banding of the Park Station soud of the lab was vory quict, as ssual for that site, with a
sotal of || Binds capturod. Thore was & bit of excitement ax a formale grouse bravely
charped and Mappad at Katie, whao had imsadvertondly stopped s00 close 10 hor highly
camoullagod, tiny chick. The ferocity of mother animals s assoundmng, and Katic is sailll
shaghtly ombarrascd sbowt hor haaty rotreat from the casentially harmions, though highly
mtimidating mother bird.



Table 1. Results from MAPS Program Jene 10 - Jene 19, 2009

Species Barded Repest’  Return’  Forelign' Omher® Total
Loast Fiycalchor A 3 - 0 0 3
Warbing Vireo ' 0 1 ] 1 L
Yoliow Wartler 1 0 ' o 0 7
Myrtie Worblor ' 0 0 Q 1 i
Clay-coloured Sparrow 4 0 1 0 2 7
Brown-heated Conted 5 0 0 0 0 o
Batenore Oricle 2 0 ) 0 0 }
Amencen Coldinch 2 0 0 0 0 2
Geay Catd 1 0 0 0 0 1
Rosebopsed Gopabep 2 0 0 0 [ I
S T2 = §1 ) - 0 4 —

Bamton) ey ralvn 55 dan | o P W50
Neot Mows: 180 N 3 Bardod # P D00 » 90 Says phr b meniphen (0.9 = 8 revenes yoor|
Capture Rate: JO 67 basie/ 100NN 5 Banded o o ooiion ol San e B0
«  Cought n » mim oot Dt ot banded je.g sacaped nel)

Ansrcan CanddBoch conght in oo of the wasincts



Beaverhill Bird Observatery Update June 30 - July 9, 2009

In the tind round of MATF'S the Mist acts remained
relatively unimteresting, with 34 1otal brd capleres
of ondy 6 different xpecies (Table 1), As sl the
coplures were domsased by Loast Flycaichers,
though we were cxcitod aboat the theoe setum
indoviduals, all of whom wore bandod for the first
time last year. A few ralny days set us back a b
on our banding. but we woro able 1o catch up, and
all the surrounding vogetation was glad for the
mosture -t all soemed yest a hittls bt grooeer
aficrwands

The nest fading and moalionng was quite excitng this round, Ashley and 1 fousd owr
Forwt ever Brower's Blackbind nest by Meshing the female ofTof her four wanms cggs. As &
uswally the case, it was found entirely by sccident as we were checking one of the nest
boes o Francis View Poist We are very such Jooking forwand 1o following this nest!
Brewer's Blackbinds are by no means rare or snussal, bat the “fisst” of just about
snythiag o cxeiling. .

We have boes busy at Frasces View Polnt moniionng the nest
boxes there, and & this round we banded throe scets of Tree
Swallows, wih 2 total of 11 young between thom. We also
captured 2 fomals Mot Bluchird, the firs adult copiurcd
this yoar, who was sitting on five eggs in hor nest box, In
addmon, we banded 6 House Wriea nestlings from eoc box aad
found 6 oggs @ another! And just (o beep ws on our toes, 3
Howse Ween docidod 1o ene & Baen Swallow mod cop nest in
the look-out buildmg! Whiks wroms arc known 10 nest jest abost
anywhere, there are probably few reconds of secondary scsing
in Baen Swallow nests!

L e Tl PR
Rl ISR ]

Jenny and Tyler have also been basy
with nests o the swallow grds, and in
this round aloac have banded a %otal of
18] young Troe Swallows. And these are
meee yel 1o come!

We would ke 1o say a big THANK
YOU 10 Jim Beock and his chamsaw for
CoOming out and CuRting us an IMPICssive
pile of fisewood that we will appecians

this Gl when the \empermeses drop and
we need 10 wse the stove!

e ) weahany sur vm wmr wesad pde



Table 1. Results from MAPS program Junc 30 - July 9, 2009,
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Beaverhill Bird Observatory Update July 10 - 19, 2009

Ssmuncr s passing swiftly a Beaverhill.
Most sculemgs harve lell their nests 10 survive on
their own, and we have started o soo and bear
Juvenile birds in the trecs.  Even if they don™t have
obvious baby plamage smymore, they are
sccognizable by their Mutiery, brief bursis of Migha
and slightly “off™ scags. They will acod these
sext woeks to practise defore Bl migration begins
Some specios atiompt o rae Teo wois of young
over e summer if food is abundast. We have
soted Mousesin Bluchinds and Clay-colourcd
Sparrows with scoond nosts this vear. lowse
Wrens appoar 10 sest the ket of all cur burds;
some windt untll ancther species is finishod with a A Mourrian Shueded resthng brepn o stoaght lace
oot before taking it over 1o begin a newt of o

As Table | shows, most of our
captures in this MAPS roand have been
Loast Flycatchers. We arc still
recapiening some new banded binds from

previoes years, and 1 is sleresling o
s Yogy think that they have managed %0 brood m
E  the arca all season withoul encousonng
our nets until sow, On Jely 13*, wohad a
very exciting recovery of a banded female
Warbling Virco. It was origmally bandod
ot BBO in 2004, and has not beea
captured again wetil this woek! Since it
was seconded as being an adult bird in
The Daght Bhae egps of Cay cobinred S00/1im 2004, we know that this fomale virco is 2
hoast 6 yoars old.

I aw a juvenile Long-carod Owl in one of our scts this wock, bt was imablc o
setrveve it defore i wigghod free and flew away. It woskd have boen great 1o soe if 9 was
bandod or mot, bocause that would have told us if !ore was a sccond nost of Long-careds
® the Natwral Arca. | am trying te soothe ty dnappoistncal by remembering hat this
sghting at heast sclls s that this yoar"s offspring are bealthy and strong,

Tyler and Jenny, the pair stadyieg our Troe Swallows, retined bome 1o
Cabiformia this week, Most of the swallow nesthings have lef 1 their nests by now. Of the
9% adult Troe Swallows that Tyler and Jenny processed, 65 wene newly handed sl 30
had Boen bunded 0 previous yeans. That's a returning adelt rate of 3 19%!



On July IR, 2000, Nasare Canada held 2 spocial memeeial service at Beaverhill
for Charles Labatiok. Nasure Canada scloctod Beaverhill Bind Obscrvasory to be the
pecipicnt of 2n eondowment lcft by Mr. Labatiuk 10 funher bind rescarch and oducation. A
memonal bonch has boen placed ot e bird observasory in s name, The cvent wan
anendod by over 70 of Charles” family sad fncads. A specal Bank you 10 Al DeGroo
Jm Bock, Margarct Takate and bor winticr Gl for helping cepanise than memornabic and
hoanfeh inbute. A lot of work went into peeparing the Nateral Arca for thes evont,
nchuding » frosh coat of paint for the lab. Stop by to take 2 look!

Table 1. Results from MAPS Program July 10 - 19, 2009,

Speches = Banded Repeat' Return’ Forelgn' Other'  Total
oot Faycacher 9 1”7 3 0 4 Q
Swalnason's Theunh 1 o [ 0 G 1
Wictlng Vireo 0 1 1 0 o 2
_Long-cored Owt 0 ¢ ¢ 0 1 1
Yot 0 18 4 ] 5 &

Barded sacerdly (wden 30 dan) Mt Be DD

Banded x O BBO » 90 coys pror 10 0Copis J0.g N 3 PrWout year)
Barded & 2 cation ae Des Do RO

ot 1 o ot St ot bl (0 ) Sucaped ret,

Net Hoors: 180 N
Capiore Rade: 2611 bivds” 100 NH

This youmg POrTupens 11 CTyoyIng & relwing nap up »




Beaverhill Bird Observatory Update July 20 - 29, 2009

With this rousd of days, MAPS has come % »
closc, and aflcr banding at cach Jocation one
moee time we packed wp the nets and brought
them back. We starsed banding in PARK this
round, and our & hours of ef¥oet was rewaded
with 3 sisgle Lesat Flycatcher caposre. Afber
o' soch a slow day, we were ready to leavg FPARK,
though we had some good handsag days there
carlier in the semmer. We also were able %o
obscrve a mother porcupine and her young one

oy . " slecping in troes near the nets. It is séce 10 soc
A very shecpy buby Peniwpien marmesals, bt PARK always makes me nervous
for the nets as there are always so many deor, and we have lost two nets this year due o0
wreparabie doer damage.

We were pleased 10 welcome |7 visitors (o e led on July 21%, two groups of Jenlor
Forost Waedens (JFW) snd their suporvioors had travelled dowa from e Lac Ls Biche
arca. We gave them a banding demonstration at BLAB during break fast, and we were
glad & wasn't 2% slow 26 it was 2 PARK e day before! They were shle (o sec & nusibes
of Least Flycatchors, one Swainson's Thrush, snd an Ovosbind. However, the grosp was
not there solcly for banding, they were mmilad 1o come and Belp BBO “Fire Smarnt” the
naturad arca - basically by belping to clear an allermate escape route for staff in case of
another e like there was last year. Thes invelved cleaning the way for a vehicle slong
Flicker Frogway and Harrier Highway by semoving the overgrown vepetation along those
tradls. While they wore unable so compiete the entee route, their hand work was very
much spprociatod and peovidod o wab &
proot ssart. A very special thask you o ol
the BBO bosed membery and volunicers
that belped w feed Be hoand and organae
the work, inclading Lisa Pricstlcy,
Margaret Takats and her sistor Gail, Barb
Beck, Jim Beck, Bryn Spence, Chuck
Priesticy, and Janos who came out bofore
work to holp wih the breakfast! These
folks worked very haed for days befoes the
event 10 essure the JEWs would be -
comforablc and sble 10 work when they The harchorh ing JFW s bakiong & brcak !
serived. Thanks 20!

Our fisal day of bandag at WEIR rewarded s with. ., you guossed i, another busch of
Least Flycatchers! We were also bappy 10 catch e first Downy Weodpecker of 2009,
and spprecistod the company of Steve Symes whale we wore banding. And with that we
sign off for MAPS, refer % Table 2 for a summary of all our captures dering the summes.
The next report willl be on the beginmag of fall handing!



Table 1. Results from MAPS Program July 20 - 29, 2009,

Specioe Bandod Repest’ Return’  Forwign’ Other' Total
Dawny Woodpecker 1 ] 0 0 ] )
Loast Paycatcher 18 L] 1 0 o %
Oventes 1 0 ] 0 0 '
Seainon's Thash - —— 0 0 0 0 1
Total 19 ! 1 ° L) n

¢ Danded recestly feritin 50 deyx) o Be B0
Nef Hoors: 180 N 1 Banded o S BBO = 50 days prior To recaotens (. = & prevoun yea)
Capiure Role: 1556 000/ 100NN Barded of # locson siher B e 550

¢ Cought in n mnbont batt ot Bardied (0 g escsped sl

The JPW's preparng for & day of work Fruweed = Somer roar e b

Table 2. Banding results from MAPS Program Junc 10 - July 29, 2009.
2&%‘0 Banded Repest Returw Ferelgn’ Ofer Yotl
Aset can [ 0 ° 0 0 1
Amprcan Robn 0 L) 9 0 1 4
Batesore Ovie 2 o 1 0 0 3
Browr-boadod Cosbes 5 2 3 0 0  J
Clay cotoured Spamow 5 [} 1 0 2 L
Dowryy Wondpecss ) 0 [ 0 1] 1
Gray Cottird ' 0 (-] 0 0 1
Heresd Thrnh 2 Q (<] 0 0 b |
Mouwe Wren ) 0 -] 0 1 2
Lean: Fiycatcher a5 80 14 0 s 156
Lor)-eared Ow 0 [} H 0 1 1
Ayt Warthr 4 0 1 0 1 b |
Overted ' 0 -] 0 L] b
Rise teeaited Grosteon 2 Q -] 0 4] 2
Ruty-thrvated Humrsngted 0 Q G 0 1 1
Srecaraon'y Thanh 2 0 e 0 Q0 2
Youl 119 (5] 70 0 12 195

Barvied roeerdly iwiber 56 days ) of Po DOO

Barviad of Bn B8O » B0 Aoyt 2rOr 1 HICIOMIS (8.5 W 3 PrOwOUn peow)
Borvied @ @ nughon %oy e the B3RO

Comapt = o vonhrat ngt rof bandod (& § mcaoed il

Net Howrs: 900 NM
Captwe Rave: 21.687 birdy/ 100 Nt

- . w .



Beaverhill Bird Observatory Fall Update July 31 — Aug 6, 2009

Ashicy and | were a bit shead of the game in finsshing up the MAPS program, so we were able o
start suigration moaltoring a day cary this fall Qaly 31%). Apparantly & was well worth & 5o stan
sooncr, as we caught a Tenncssor Warblor Shat very day! It contamly made #t foel like Gl had
slrcady bt The Tenneswoe wins 8 Sermale in a vory heavy moll, replacieg ber fMlight feathers and
all over her body as well. Owr busiest day 5o far. Asgust 1™ had 36 binds with a nice variety of
species (10 sotal). We ane now regadiarly calching a mech highor proportion of haich year Least
Fiycatchors, cither we have many isdividualy already startiog 10 migrate theough o it was 2 bin
of & late your for thom, o very few were caplred during MAPS.

Ong st chock yickded 3 Westers Wood-Pewee
; Capluee, riher exciting | have never banded one
before! The ycatchor growp can prosest a bit of 2
challenge o identify, even in the hand, bt our
banding mansal provides a great deal of wing
scasorement mformation that cam be usod 10 Kontafy
most Mhycatcher individeals. Once | realizad its wing
wan mach 10o losg 10 e an Akler Flycatcher the
other feateres dontifvimg it as a Wood-Pewee
seemed very obvious, incloding the lack of an eye-
Wasters Weod- Fowee ring. The slight croa, and the longer primary
projoction. It is abways nice 10 catch o bind thal makcs you thisk a bit haeder. The other fim
captere from this week was the juveniie male Rose-broasted Grosheak, who was wirprisiagly
docile 10 extract and loft Ashiey's fingers intact! Duriag MAFS we capturcd a brecding pair of
Rose-Seeanted Groabeaks, and we Jike to think that this hasch year male was from their
successful beeeding muemgd in the Natursd Arca. OF course it is not possible 1o know for surc!

Thank you to Lisa Pricsticy and Anna Dukuy for
coming out and covering August 3, one of our
days off this round, we are joalous of your Hairy
Weodpocker caplurc that we misscd! On Asgant 5*
we had a mely serpvise of havisg some of the front
nots frozen shut with frost. While this sn't unesual,
il socrns just 2 bit carly for ws 10 be having this
ismse? We had to delay opening those nets ustid the
sen bt them and helped thaw them out, but were
able to ren the sets for the full six hours roguired
thorcaller. We know we g look forwand 10 more Match year fose-breanted Grosteak
leaves in the nets, more frost in the momings, dol

Sankfully along with those things come more Mrds in the nets!




Tabde 1. Rosults from Fall Migration Monlioring July 31 ~ Augest 6, 2009,
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Beaverhill Bird Observatory Update August 7 - 13, 2009

The scoond wock of fall magration mosmoring here i
the bind ebscrvatory has yiclded a few more fall
migrants, and many maore yosng berds hatchod this
year, Il wat guite 2 *Aycaicher-y” week, with many
Least"s of courso, bet also an Aldor, Traill's, sad two
Easterm Phocbes caught. One of owr favounte
capoeres was 3 Sharp-shinned Hawk that was molling
her Jovenile plamage, showeng 2 stark contrast
botweon hor obd and new feathers, This Sharp-
shinnod didat have partscularly sharp-shans, as her
heg was 00 big for the recommendod size JA or I8
band. By geaging ber leg, we dotermuincd a size 4
bond would fit her well, and sont her packing with the
same sire bamal you would I on a Magpie or
Northen Saw-whet Owl.

The Sharp-shinnod capoure has goticn us
cxcfied about sctling the rapior tps arcund
the naturad arca again. There haven's boon
many ¢ smce about 2005, except the
occasional ong 1o iy %o calch a Short-carcd
Owl lor Geoll. We are hopiag 1o get a few
more st out s yoaw, and have Lia belp 1o
train ws on how 10 handie and band the
bigper birds, Lisa was able 10 come o foe
one day and help repair the existing traps
(Thanks'), and while there i a bt yet 1o do, - -

we hope 10 have traps set around the 25 Sharp-sdunod Hawk duraing o (bevn) and
Daily cenven is regulasly scasing us with e (biee-gay) fmbon
vightings of Red-tailed Hawks, Swamson’s Hawks, Noethern Hamers, and Merlins that
we are sot yet able 10 wap. Hopefully they Tl stick sround for » fow weeks sull!

The Long-cared Owls are still arcund, and Ashlcy had an smaving sighting onc seght
when throe ewls were Mhying sownd bor abest 150 m from e lab. They were so curas
adout her that enc fllew i geste chose and there was acarly 2 collision!

We have spent some time lately walking theough ihe natural arca, and it i cxtremely dry
this fall. There i no waler in Sora Pond or Lister Lake at all, and Liszer Lake has boon
compiciely Baken over by Marsh Ragwont. There i o puddic of walcr just north of the
Weir, but barely esough 10 get your 3ocs wet, There i plenty of foxtail barkey out en the
dry Lkebod Shat will probably be hlowing into the troes again soon.

Thanks to Mait, Anita, Kayka, snd Loyton 1anscmans for helping %0 cover one of our days
off this week!



Table 1. Results from Fall Migration Monitoring, August 7 - 13, 2009,

_Species Banded Repest’ Return’ Foreign’ Other'  Total
ANder Fiycatcher 1 0 o 0 0 1
Black-capped Chickados 3 s o o0 0 e
Clirp Colowned Sparom ] 3 0 0 0 2
Eastem Phoebe ) 0 Q9 0 ) 2
Mouse Wren 7 2 ¢ 0 ) 10
Leaat Fiycatcher a s o 0 2 (23
Sharp-ahineod Hawk | 0 [+ 0 0 1
Tervossto Warbier 1 0 G o0 0 1
Trall's Flycatcher 1 0 0 0 ] 1
Warbing Viwo L 0 0 0 o 1
Yoliow Wartier 13 A 0 0 17
Total . " 9 =2 4 19
Serdod oy fefivn 30 dayd| o e BOO

Net Howrs: 307 NM
Capture Rete: 2247 binda/ 100 NN

Bavtod o P BBO » 95 duyn prior 10 CIARY 0 g 0 B previoes yewr|
Randed » » caton o tar ta BOO
Caght = 2 mis ~ot g ol banded |8 g eacaDed res,

AR e water by Pe wav



Beaverhill Bird Observatory Update August 21 — 28, 2009

It was & presty windy wook out ot e Obscrvatory, meaning we wesen't able fo band on
some days, o had o closc the nets caely. M always sooms as though the wind picks up
when the sun broaks the treos. To ensure bind safety in the nets, we chose thom during
srong winds. However, some of the nets are more shellored as they are back in the trees,
and we were ofien ahble 10 epen those nets at least.

A Few more ed species have been added %o our fall
spocies it thas week. New birds 10 fall migraton
monilonng include Bleo-hoadod Vieco, Cooper's
Hawk, Liscoln's Sparrow, Red-breasted Nuthaich,
Rose-bromsod Geosboak, and Y cllow-belbod
Sapaucker. The Cooper’s Hawk was wafortusanely
an oscapoo that Aew ost of the not before Katic
could get 10 him and band him. Ashicy was rcally
oxcitod 10 ban] the Rluc-headed Virco, and
promptly claimed it was one of her favounte binds.
Pretty backy for 3 barder bo pet 10 bond 2 lifer Jet
slone a lavoonie!

Warbley Virow

Our Rosc-breastad Grosheak was am inkerestng
indwvidaeal. Onginally captured dering the MAPS
program this summer, wo bandod him on Jenc 1™ at
the BLAB stason. At the time, we aged him as
Sccond Year bind due 10 his mottiod brown (old) and
black (new) plumage. He was captured in the same
ot al the same time as 3 fomaks Rosc-becaatod
Grosbeak, s mate. Capoured agam oo
Aupust we can asseenc he has boen i (he
Beaverkell Natural Arca, or at loast nearby, since Jumne
1™ I ws also very imteresting that be saill Bad the
mottiod brown and black plumage of a Second Yow
bard. Hie hand nett bothered, or had sot had the
epporiusaty 1o molt into complete adull male
plamage, which is wiise, black and rose. He may sl
delay tas molt until be is on bix wasler grounds,
which could be as far south as Moxico or South
Amernsa.

Nice 10 have o fow visiors out dureg thes week, Ashley's mom Asta Thomdick and her
friced Vi Sylvesicr came out for a day of banding, as did Isaas Calon. A felfow that
banchs @ Cambnidpe, Ontare adso came out and we enjoyed “lalking shop” with han for a
whale, He guite likod BBO's set wp of clastics on the nets and said he'd be modifying his
nets the same wary, The clastics allow for casier frling of the nets, and extends the life of
the tremmet lincs, which can be prone 1o ssapping when strcrched 100 tight or whon they
become wom.



Table 1. Results from Fall Mlgrllbo Modlorl-g. Algnl 21 - 18. 1'9
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Amencan Redsan
Black <apped Chckades
Bue-teaded Veeo
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Beaverhill Bird Observatory Update August 29 — September 11, 2009

Wl with this rousd 1 3ad 10 say goadbye 10 Ashicy ax she headed
back 10 schoal for ber second year at NAIT. Bost of kuck with the
yeor ahead and hope you Tl be sble (o make it out 10 BBO dering the
fall asce m a while Ahley! Despese the fact ¥hat | wan capecting 1o
get tons of birds as soon a8 Ashley was gone (Murphey's Law), the
numbers have remainod very low, with oaly 3 lotal of 103 binds
caught dering this two woek lime periad. The species diversity
however, has been peetty awesome with 3 different spocics caught

New specscs for this round capturad on thesr way soud included

Asbicy with 2 Rob- Mourning, Ormsge-crouncd, Westem Palm, and Blackpoll

Sramiod Futond Warblers, Willow, and Yellow-belliod Flycachers, s well as
Vosper Sparrow, Broad-winged Hawk, Swainsoa’s Thrush, and Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Wha!?
Broad-winged Hawk? Yos that's right, a juvenile bas been hanging arousd the lab for a few
days now, and while | pot a good Jook 2 few times | was really hoping he would meke it inlo
one of my raptor traps. | dadn 't oven comader hat & could get caught in coe of the misi-oets, but
surc coough | found him spside down in Net 4 on one carly moming chock. Now that was »
very cool bied to catch, and 2 rare one 50 cven pet 10 soe ot here! He has been spotied sinee,
spoeting his shiny band.

The drop-1ad rapeor traps have sow boon up and rusning daily,
and in total 3455 trap howrs were sccumuliatod in this round.
Usfortumancly all that trapping offort has not yeit tramslatod into
captared raplons! The very it night the trage were set there
was oertainly some intorest as | walkod past Trap #1 10 check 0
Before bed. 1 set W trap in the same location Ashicy had her
Long-cared close encounter, and sure enough a4 | sheae my
beadlamp over two cyes lookod back at me! The Long<ared
stared quizzically ot e from the adge of the trap, and then went
back 0 stadying just how 10 pet af the mouse. Usfortumately the
wap was still open in the moming, so he wasn't willing to ke
tho plusge insade. 1'm still hoping 1o pot 2 fow maore traps st
out in the coming woeks to Increase the chance of catching any

one of those big Beods with sharp talons aad 3 dooked beak, m.“-.'.

There is conaaly some maas fall movement by some of the bigper birds now, Girealer White-
fromsed Geose are heaed dasly fying south over the nateral arca. Sandiall Cranes have also boen
spomed = smaller groups, but heading imvaniably south. As ussal the teecs oul bere aee luming
yellow much sooncr than those in Edmonton. With Gl in full swing, that means it is time for
Sawowhet owl monsoning to start! Twe cvenings of nunsing the Saw-whet nets in Shis round
Baven't lumad up sy individuals yot, batt they are on their way, Don’t forget about Steaks and
Saw-wihets happening Octobor 3 and 4™ this year, it is always a grem evem!

Happy %o have visilors this reund; Tamara Haugiam and her puppies Koda and Rio, Lisa with
Sam and Kate (twice!), Isaac Calos, two sew U of A peofessors feom Mabo, s well as Lisa and
Tedd Mahon, snd Ashicy Thorsen,



l&y«—-—l K onglet ‘ Lionwin’'s Sparton R ond S varwtend Nidhass bus
Table 1. Results from Fall Migration Monitoring, Avgust 21 - 28, 2009,

Species Banded Repeat’ Retwn' _Foreign' Other'
0 [\

¢

S IR Y RS VT

-

-
-
ouﬁ.addNNUddNNON“N‘.““N‘Nﬁ‘“!

-
o

S40 -~ 00000000 «Do0o0OOCOOOOOCOCOCOOOO S

B~ 00 000D 000000000«0000DOO~DONED
S 0000000000000V OOOVOOO0OCOOBDODOS
ARl R - - -

i.
- g g

-
1

Daraed te ey (wiles ¥ dayy) of Ba DD

Bances x D SO > 90 Gayn peor 10 oaDhae 18 § N A Jreviins yaur)
Barel o 2w dan aher e e OO

CaagPt 1 8 wiws et 2k vvd habn) |0 OOCAERO Tt

Neat Mows: 789.00 NH
Coaptwre Rare: 1108 b/ 100 NN

LR R



Beaverhill Bird Update September | 2009

Well, there goes the socond hall of Scplember; boy does summer ever go fast whon you pet 1o the end
of this month. | lost a ot of net hours this roend. mostly duc 10 windy weathor, As the keaves come
down there is really hardly any shelier for the nets. There were a fow noat captures dering this round,
i coc net check | came across 11 Savannah Sparsows in act 12, They sctually are not all that
commen in the nets, probably Because the Savannah’s Je open habitat, and all the acts sec locatad in
cither sheubby o treed arcas. On Septomber 23 1 caught the first American Tree Sparrow for a8
200M, This specics i ussmlly the last 10 sbgrane Shrough the arca, o it is a likely sign that songbinds
migration is sbout 1o wrap sp. Ancther exciting fall caplure was !e first White-becasted Nuthaich of
Be year, Bhowe ncal birds arc casaly oac of my favourites! Mayhe because in the hand you can
appreciate the glant Nod toe (hallux) of this specics, which no doulbt helps them hang wpside down on
wrec tranks st they forage sbout.

One evening as | was headod ot 10 check the raptor traps
on the swallow grid | wilnessed 2 stenning migration evest
Approximately $000 Sandhill Cranes passed by overhead
flying quite kow, Each flock consisted of approsimancly 200
ndividuals, and as they passed | caly bad 1o wait o fow
soconds before | could hear, sad eventually sce, asother on
its way across the hortaon. Noodlioss (10 say | phankod myscll
domn 3 The grass aad watchod ustll the sun went down and
| could no longer see them, Some of the binds even sctthod
neardy for a shoes while, kesting me have a good look
them before they contimeod om their way. M was truly an amazing thing 1o witness, the comtbination of
o many stately binds (ying by and the most Beautifel sunset? 1 feel very Jacky 10 have waiched & all.

On Sepeember 19" BRO bosted 2 work-bee 10 continue the vegetation clearing for the aliemate escape
rowne for stafl in case of a fiee. A huge thark-you o Gerry, Geolf, Lisa, Chack, Margaret, Joscl, A,
Jonathan, Jasos and Man for all yoor haed woek. Cermaialy hope | won't need 10 use (he escape rowle,
bat 1l shocp bemter knowiag 1 is clear for me!

I enjoyed the company of a prosp of home school students on one day, the banding was very slow,
and we all Thought we were only going 1o get the tac Shte-colosred Junco | cought when they
arrived. Well, we were wrong. and were surprised by 17 birds i the last net check! 1 was very ghad for
the exnea hands 10 belp bring all those bags back. Fach ki got 10 sclicase ot least one disd and cach of
the adults 100 1t tumed out %0 be & groat bending day for visitors o witsess.

The fox-tail barlcy has blown into the sateral arva = 2 big way, driving
In along Accipiter Alley my Fathe red ruck can be completely coverod.
P glad | ksow the roule and ams ablc 1o koep poimg i 2 straight line,
because | can®t soe at all! Hate to say & bet | wouldn't mind a bit of
soow fo pack & down, ., Well, 1'1 pens thimgs 0n %o Lisa 1o spdaie the
latest saw-whet owls results, so¢ vou sext issee! ==Cheers, Karle

A short update 30 start off the saw-whet migration semon. We have
boen very fortunate %o have lots of volenicors, aad only missed one
naght i the two woeks of banding. I has been a very slow stan with
only 21 sawowhet owls captared %o datc. | began meniloring on
Scptember 10, with no luck at night or the next. Geolf Holroyd and "
Gorry Beyorsbergen covered the 12% and cought the fiest owl. Then | : .
worked the 13% through the 13% again with no owhs. 1 et a knock on sy door carly Senday moming



with Geooll and Gerry bragging B¢y caught ssother onl. Okay, ths is petting frustrating. Fasally oa
the 20™ | cought my fest two owls, and have caught one or maore cvery night since. | was getting &
Tk worried. Well, Sicaks and Sawvwhets is coming sp Oct. 2 and 3, hope yow can make it owt.

wChevrs, Liva
Table 1. Results from Fall Songbird Migration Monitering, Sept 12 - 25, 2009.
_Species Barded : ' T
Amercan flodalan 1 0 0 0 0 1
Amercas Tree Spattow 1 0 0 0 0 1
Back-capped Chakasee 5 7 0 0 0o 114
Downy Woodpecke: 2 0 0 0 0 2
Madry Woodpeche 1 0 0 0 (] 1
Hermit Theush 2 0 0 0 [ 2
House Yiven 1 0 0 0 ¢ 1
Least Piycancher t 0 0 0 ° 1
Lnooly's Sparow 2 0 0 0 (=] 4
Myrtle Wiarbler [ ~] 0 0 0 [ .+
Orange-cromeed Wartler 12 0 0 0 © 2
Overtwd ) 0 0 0 [+ 1
Rutyy Cromeed Knglet 3 9 0 0 [ 3
Saednvah Sparow " 0 0 0 1 ”
Sate-colowred Jerco El 0 0 0 ° 4
Vhie-tramind Nuthalch 1 Q 0 0 (=] 1
‘Wihvie-crowned Spantow ] | 0 0 2 9
Wason s Warbler 2 0 0 0 © 2
Western Pabn Watler 3 0 0 0 ¢ b
Whete-Proated Sparmow " | 0 0 s v
Yeolow-telbod Sapsucher | 0 0 0 [+] 1
Yebowshafied Flcher 1 Q 0 0 [ 1
Totsd 154 14 0 0 ] 17¢

v Baied Moanlly [wilen B0 Says) M B PO
Net Howrs: 411.00 N4 £ Banted o Bee 0 > 50 dayy prow b osphew in g 8 prrviews your)
Coplore Rale’ 4280 b/ 100NN 5 Benied 8 5 Nosten sy B Be B0,

o St g ot ot sl Baded 10 g ehtnond rell.




Beaverhill Bird Observatory Update September 26 — Oct 10, 2009

This round of deys included the end of the
official soaghird migration monitoring persod.
Usually songbind banding ends on October 10*,
though this year the weather stopped s from
b-ﬁgomhes“fORlo‘!Mmlblm
unable 10 hand due 1o the cold tomperatures. We
have 2 codd cut-off of OFC. and the lemperature
yost wouldn't rise above that the last three days.
Despite the loss of a fow banding days, this kst
round was the busiest for me; my biggpest day of
' . all was 66 bards, mostlhy Myrtle Warblors and
Amecrican Tree Spattes Juncos, though | did get a few more of the
American Tree Sparrows. There weore some other great captercs, the only Golden-crowned Kinglet
of the ycar. as well as some late Hermit Theushes.

The first snow aerived out 3 the lab on October 8%,
which was also the first &ay | saw a Rough-logged
Hawk in the arca, cruising above the [ab s some
peetny high winds, There has also boen & Pileaied
Woodpecker hanging around the lab, and | held my
becath as | waiched it My near my open nets, It never
flew in though. That's okay, | can appreciale a cool
bled without having to band i, .. | guess. Only one
Filested has boen caught and banded at BBO since
1999, Lisa and Robin caught a young onc last year.

Hemmit Theush caught on Ot 5™

1 have had a mumber of visitors out to the lab. one day a group of studensts from the U of A
(Hedwig. Hen, and Anna) came out with the hope of doteg some songbird handing. Unfortusancly
umamumwmu»mamm.mm-wum Steaks and
Sawe-whets was hold on October 2* and 3, and a growp
of volusteers stayed out to belp with songberd banding
during the day, inchading Isaac Calon, Koegan, Paxion,
and Jamex Sheppand. It was nice 1o have the extra hands
bocaume that tuened out 10 be a basy day, with two big
Nocks of Jencon Bt hil the nets in quick seccession.
Barb and Jem Beck also managed o make it oul 10 cover
Saw-whet Ol bandieng one saght, and hrought me
supper as well, thanks guys!

Since the momings have been so cood and | wasa't able
Golden crowned Kirghdt o open the nets, 1"ve boen staying up a bit later and
helping out with the owls. It's boen great fun hanging

ot with Lisa and visitors, and staylsg up paid off big time the night we caught a Long-cared Owd in
the Saw-whet nets! Back 1o you Lisa..... Kewle Calon



Table 1. Results from Fall Migration Monitoring, Sept 26 —~ Oct 10, 2009.

Species Banged  Repest'  Returm’  Foreign® Other' Totsl
Amencan Tree Sparmow 12 0 0 0 3 "w
Back-capped Chokadee 0 7 0 0 0 7
Downy Woodpecker 1 2 0 0 0 3
Golden-crowned Kingiet 1 0 0 0 0 !
Mary Woodpeckw 0 1 0 0 0 !
Hermdt Thrush F 4 o) 0 ) 1 3
Lncoln's Spamow 1 (v} 0 0 1 2
Myrthe Winrtier o3 4 0 0 5 108
Shie-coloured Junco & s 0 0 5 Iy )
Vhite-breasted Nuthatch 1 1 ) (v} 0 2
White-crowned Spamow 1 1 c o J Z
Total W oon 0 ° 15 225
Rarded 'ecanly (mdnen 33 32y4) 2 Te BRO

Not Mows 4135 NN 1 Banded of e BEO » 50 oyt e 1o retiphtt 4.9 # & Brevaus yesr)
Captare Rade: 54 .4 bircty’ 100 NH 3 Banded o & oates sBwr an P 8O

+  Cought & » mintont bt nat banded (0.5 sacipod net)

anks Katic. 5o the Saw-whet Onls have finally bogen to move. We captured 47 Saw-whet Owls
and one Loag-cared Ouwl  Nets were set on 10 maghtx, and
only two of hose nights had no owls capturad. W bad our
BIG night on October 7 when 22 owls were capturod. Ows
locky volumioer Geofl Holroyd once again o bragping
ek for copturing the most owls n o sl might For this
year (so fwr)

We also had a raally interesting boad re-cncoumter. On
October 7, | reccived an e-madl late a1 night froes Bob
CGehlert who &s running saw-whet migration at his acreage
ncar Lindbrook (as a subpermitee of the BRO)L He had
captured 2 bandod saw-whet owl and wanted o know if )
krow where it was from. The next morming Geodl' stoppad by to deop the omi gear off and also sold
me of a banded sawewhet be had captured. When 1 laser
koked at the bamd numbers | realized that the same owl had
boen captured at both stations.  So this little saw-whet traveled
16.5 km caat im four howrs. We also found that the owl was
originally bamdod ol Nisbot Forest (ncar Prince Albert SK) in
Septomber, 2008 (a site run by volunteer Harold Fisher)

The Beavorhill Bird Ohservatory cclebrated another successful
Sicads and Saw-whets event, This year the cvent was held
October 2 and 3, 2009, sed marked owr 7 vear of nanning the
program. It was fairly cold 22 maghs 30 we bad 10 make swre
thore would be lots of warm beverages 1o kocp poophe warm
We investod i two § gallon thermoses foe hot waler and
coffec thes year




The Friday had been beautifal, sunsy and warm for the time of year. People began amiving sound
6 pom. and we had some snacks out 10 tie everyome over wnti] the stoaks and chicken were ready
Our volunicers put steaks and chicken om the Bar-11-Q, the potatocs and com cob were ready, and
all the fixings were put ost. AL S p.m. the mist mots wend up and the call of the Northern Sav-whet
Owl was played on a CD player. Chack Priestley gave a short presentation about the bird
obscrvatory and the owl work and thon Katie lod the first growp of people 8o chock the nets
Incredibly, we cought an owl the very lirst net check. And the owls kept coming, five of them

through the cvening

Unfortunately, Sateeday s weather &d not cooperaie.  We st the sets, but chances were shims Sor
calcheng owls due 10 the om and off very hght drizzle and the wandy condttions. The wind roduces
the distance that the sound of the CD call will savel, which is important for sitracting owls to the
nets. We were shut out on night two for Sawewhet Owis, but were hapgy to report that 2 Hurrowing
Owl made an appearance.  We very much easjoyed hosting the
event, and had many great conversations about birds sed birding
with many people that were in attendance.

We would ke 10 thank all the voluntoers that helped make the
event a sucoess. On site were Issac Calon, Al DeGroot, Matt
Hanneman, Chock Pricstiey, James, Keogan, and Paxton Sheppand,
Margarct Takats, and Joscl Takats. RBarb Beck provided her
Lmous ol cupeakes (1 never dud got ong), and Bryn Sponce made
the signs and T-shirte. Thanks 50 Katic Calon, our hander-an-
charge for swisching days ofT 1o help with the woekend. And a big
thanks to Amy Trefry and Jason Seaka for providing babysitting foe
me 80 work ot the lab for the event. Thanks 1o Alberna
Conservation Association and Federation of Alberta Naturalists for
supporting our event vl isa Priesdey




Annual General Meeting

April 14, 2008 at 7 p.m.
University of Alberta, General Services Building
8" floor, Weldwood Room

SPRING Staff To Open Bird Observatory on May 4, 2009

The Beaverhill Bird Observatory will officially open the banding station on May 4 to run the Spring
Nigration Monitoring program., Our normad May 1 start up day has
been postponed to allow our staff to attend & banding workshop at
Delta Marsh Bird Observatory. Our Bander-in-Charge this year Is
Katie Calon (formerty Cameron). Katie worked at the bird
observatory in the summer and fall of 2006, and s excted about
returning to the lab after two yoars away working for Feera Biclogcal
Consulting. Our assistant bander this year is Ashley Thorsen, a
student from NAIT's Biological Sciences program. We encowrage you
to come out to the Lab to see the banding operations this field season.
The colourful songbirds are migrating through on theilr way norcth to
the Boreal Forest and the vast numbers of migrant waterfow! and
shorebirds will be breathtaking with aff the snowfall runcf! filling the
wethands in and around Beaverhill Lake. Read about the latest
observations in our Di-weekly updates ¥t

nep oo beaverDiiDirds. comy sammanes. ohp Prosa by Jonathen Martn DeMoor

BIG THANKS TOTHE VOLUNTEERS

The Beaverhill Bird Observatory casino was held on Thanksgiving weekend, October 11-12. We
would like to express our sincere thanks to all the voluntears that helped to run the casino this
year, which is a very important fundraiser for the BBO. The volumteers were: Im Beck, Barb
Beck, Gerry Beyersbergen, Kim Blommne, Christine Boufton, Lisa Burt, Katie Calon, Ray Cromee,
Shirley Cromie, Al DeGroot, Jason Duxbury, Warren Fleming, Matt Hanneman, Alan Hingston,
Geolf Holroyd, Janos Kovacs, Jenn Lalonde, Cathy Mowat, Chuck Priestiey, Uisa Priestiey, Rob
Priestiey, Ron Redmond, Glen Semenchuk, Bryn Spence, Juanita Spence, Josel Takats,
Margacet Takats, Helen Trefry, Annabelie Wiseman. 1If you are interested in helping out for our
next casino, please check our website or newsietter in fall 2010 for the dates and who to
conmtact.



The OWL FILES

Nocturnal Owl Survey 2008 Final Report

The Alberta Noctumal Owl Survey & over for 2008. We had ancther small
increase in the number of routes being run and the number of volurteers
pacticipating. A long way from our plot year in 1998 with 25 routes, we now
have 96 routes being surveyed by 185 volunteers. The number of owis
detected was higher than the last three years, but lower than 2004 and
2003, evidence that number of owls Increase and decrease depending on
prey avalabiity and other factors. The number of Barred Owis and Great
Gray Owis continues to be relatively steady compared to Great Homed Owis
and Northern Saw-whet Owis that Nuctuate dramatically,

Results from the 2008 Aberta Noctumal Owl Su abundance ed 10
Species 2004 2008 2006 2007 2008
Barred Owl 27 (0.320) 18 (0.205) 13 (0.143) 16 (0.172) 19 (0.198)
Boreal Owl 45 (0.534) 39 (0.445) 35 (0.386) 39(0.418) 43(0.448)
Great Gray Owt 19 (0.225) 9(0.10%) 9 (0.099) 11 (0.118) 10 (0.104)
Geoal Horned Owl 273(3.238) 176 (2.007) 152(1.678) 185(1.98%) 198(2.06))
Long-eared Owl 28 (0.332) 14 (0.160) 18 (0.199) 19 (0.204) 22 (0.229)
Northern Pygmy Owl 4 (0.047) 4 (0.0456) 3 (0.033) 5 (0.054) 6 (0.063)
Northern Saw-whet Owl 209 (3.191) 136 (1.551) 158(1.744) 172(1.845) 207 (2.156)
Short-eared Owl 0 (0.000) 2(0.023) 3{0.,033) 2(0.022) 1(0.021)
Uaknown Owl 5 (0.059) 6 (0.068) 4 {0.044) S (0.054) 4 (0.042)
TOTAL 670 (7.948) 404 (4.607) 383 (4.360) 454(4871) S10(5.313)
Namber of Routes 86 90 92 93 96
Number of Volunteers 163 177 180 184 185
s — - —_— - ! ag=Garved Owl -
3 \ / \ =& Great Hormed Owl
fa - N\ =4 Groat Gray Owt
® w \.\
2 ~p
s
3 '
i '
0s
2002 2000 2004 2008 2000 2007 2008
Your

Number of Barred, Gesat Mormned. and Great Gray Owis detetied in the Alberia Noctumal Owl Survey.



Fire Puts Fencing Project on Hold Until Spring

Two largs fires on Beavernil Lake fast

§
;
§
E

fre Yucks burned In the Sre. The fee
came within 100 meters of the Dird cbservatory but was put out before R caught In the Yees.
only 8 few nets were damaged on site, we did lose owr 3 bundies of fence posts Bat were pled on the
ground ready for completing the north fence Bat would enclose the Natural Asea.  The second Sre on
November 3, started further north Bat the proviows fre and was pot oul more guickly,

i

Unusual Bird Sighting in Lac La Biche
Dy Ken and Jean Xemke

A s¥ange looking bird showed up at a feader in Lac La Biche in Decambar 2008  Ken and Jean Kenke
mported a ‘canarydooking bied’ was cbserved on muliple occasions.  Whan they sent ™ photo o
Jennder Okranec, president of the Lac La Bche Biding Socety, she knew f was something excling

eports




BIG Birding Breakfast

May 30, 2009 at the
Beaverhill Bird Observatory

Join us as we celebrate the spring birds of Beaverhill
Lake. Learn sbout our various programs and se¢ bird
banding up close, Breakfast (crepes, bacon, fruits,
juice, coffee, tea) provided.

Time: Nets go up at 4:45 a.m. anad run Bl 10:45
(weather dependent). Guided walks to weir throughout
the day If there s interest. Swallow nest box banding in
afternoon.

Cost: $10 (or buy a membership and 's free).

Contact: To register, Lisa Priestiey
lsa@beaverhilibirds. com or ph: (780) 915-4804,

Support for this event provided by Alberta Conservation Association,

CMMN Major Report Released

The Beaverhdl Bird Olservalory s parnt of the Canadian
Mgraton Mondiorng Network,  The network is supponed by
Bed Studees Canada, but nvoives the cooperation of 21
g mONCring S1ASONS ACroRs e coundry. Al the bud
ocbservalones collect data in 3 standardeed way which can
b analyzed 10 calouiale rends.  The methods mvolve 2
combination of standardized banding and standaedzed
Saly counts. The slations, ane actively involved in the feld
work, Counting and banding brds across e country. The
10 Year Report on Monoring Landnrd Poputation Change
mmm umuwn

Membership Information

$10Wr for an indwsdual, $250r for o family, $25/r Supporting indivadual, $25/r Corporate, $100Mr
Sustaning, $500 (one tme) Life Time Membership

Chegues can be made 10 the Beaverndl Brd Observatory and sent 1o
Box 1418 Edmonton, Alberta T5J) INS

Matenial for the nex! nowsiotter Can be sent 1o Liss Priestiey, Editer, Box 1418, Edmonton, AB TS)

NS Emal bafibexvartibirgs com  Articles and photos can be on bird banding, bird watching,
wikiide viewing, personal nature photos, etc. Deadiine: July 31, 2000
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Steaks and Saw-whets

October 2 and 3, 2009
at the Beaverhill Bird Observatory

Join the Beaverhill Bird Observatory volunteers, staff and executive for an evening
barbegque and netting of saw-whet owls. Steaks, chicken, hotdogs, veggie burgers,
corn, potatoes, and all the fixings are served. An assortment of homemade
desserts is followed by setting up mist nets to capture saw-whet owls on migration.

Time: Dinner is served between 6:00 and 8 p.m., Nelsgoup ot B:15 p.m.
Cost: $25 for adults, free for kids under 12,
Contact: For more information and 1o register, contact Chuck Priestiey at (780) 984-6957

or e-mail chuckp@lfanwed.ca

Supported by Alberta Conservation Association and Federation of Alberta Naturalists

Charles Labatiuk’s Legacy Helps Beaverhill Bird Observatory

The Beaverhll Bird Observatory was given some long
term funding as part of an endowment fund  Charies
{Chuck) Labatek of Edmonton ded in 3 swimming
acodent February §, 2008 during a holiday in
southwestem Australa He was 51, "Chuck was 2 keen
culdoorsman and very fond of nature. He was also a
senr ervvonmental manager (most recently, for wasle
management) with the City of Edmonton He was a
bolkant guy, PhD. engineer. and loved %0 ravel (Bob
Bott, a member of the Alpine Club of Canada)

To honour Chartes Labatuk’s Melong love of birds and
m.mc.mnmmmgnww,

Area. His doeply rooted love of nature was evident
threughout his Metme in 30 many dierent ways. From
his charshed family time, his prize winning photographty,

1



(Con't rom page 1)

his writings, his world travels, his numercus swards and accolades 10 his Carear &3 & Senicr
Environmental Engineer for the City of Edmonton, Nis love and passion 1of nalure and the ouldoors was
part of the very essence of his baing (Lorraine Proudioot. sester)

Nature Canada axists 10 protect nature, its diversity and the processes that sustain & Our sirategies are
based on sound scence. & passion for nature, 8nd & belel that every Canadian should feel connected
%0 the vast natural world that surmounds us. Nature Canads is the Canadian Co-partrr n BiedLile
ermational, a global allance of conservation organizations working logether for e workd's birds and
pecpie. The Important Bird Area program, which ams 10 identfy, conserve and montor a network of
shes that provides essentiad habitat for bird populations, 15 just part of the work that Nature Canada s
nvoived with. Beaverhil Lake was desgnaled an imponant Bied Avea in 1997

Future work of the Beaverhil Bed Observatory will be supported through the legacy gt of Charles
Labativk and the Charkes Labatiuk Nature Fund. Chuck Priestiey, the char of the bird observatory is
very plessed about the endowment fund. “It &5 a real honor 10 be incdluded In Charles” legacy, and we
have many programs that will benafit from this funding”, he saxd. Aoditionally, Nature Canada s
establishing the Charles Labatuk Ertrance Scholarship which will be awarded 10 & young naturaiist 1o
atmend post secondary studies in the natural sciences and the Charles Labatiuk Voluniesr Award wihich
wil be awarded 10 a Nature Canada Vohrteer for exceptonal bird conservabion and stewardship efforts.

On July18th, the official launch of the Charles
Labatik Nature Fund wies hald for Chares
Labatiui's famiy, Fends, and colleagues, with 45
peopie in atlendance. A presentation about the
bird observalory's history and programs was held
at the Royal Canadian Legon in Toledd followed
By & unchacn and cheque pesentalon caremaony
ot Beavertil Bird Cbsarvalory. A memorial plague
was placed on a bench near the lab and the
Charles Labatiuk Entrance Scholarship and
Chares Labatiuk Volunteer Anard were
announced. We knew SDOUA his pride in his
Ukrainan-Albentan rocts, mciudng s love of
SOUSAgeSs, S0 we Cooked up some local ones from
Stawnchy's in Mundare. The famidy and frends
wore particularly excied about a special guest that came for a visit, a hand-raised Burrowing Owd from
Canacian Wikiife Sarvice that is used for many of owr eduCAlON Programs

Volunteers on the barbeques 45 friends and family Charles Labatiuk's parents

2



Fire Smarting in the Natural Area

Aner two large fees at Beaverhil Lake, the Beavertil Brd Observatory board of directons ook
action 1o help protect the bird observatory. Ve had a gues! speaker, Kely O'Shes (Fire
Managoment Specialiist) attend cone of cur meetings o talk about fre smarting and the sleps we
needed 10 ake 1o make ™ &rea arcund the bed observalory more safe. Some management steps
he recommended ncluded cleanng all trees 3 meters aound e buidings, dearng brush ples 10
meters around the bulidings, and having & secondary SCape roule 10 9ot Ot of the aea.

We bagan 10 clear some of the trees, shiubs, and brush, around the b and burk houses, deaned
deteis from under the Wb, mowed the grass short near the lab. Am Beck, our resident forester
also brought ot s charaaw and bogan 10 take trees out from along Ficker Freeway, our
emergency escape secondary route. But Ns genercally in lending a Meiping hand with &
neighbowrs downed tree left him with an injury 50 we lost our chainsaw expent K the duration on
the season.  The bird observatory also organized 10 have a Juntor Forest Ranger crew from Lac La
Biche come 50 Maip dear the rads.  Ficker Froeway and Hamier Highwary were worked on
extensively, But more work il neads 10 De dong 10 complete The Clearing

Ve have crganzed a FIRE SMARTING Work Doe for Saturday,
September 19. If you are interested in heiped out with clearing
Drush. CRppIng Veoetaton, Chansiwing. Sndior Deushing we would
be most appreciative of the help.  Please contact Lisa
(aa@iberverhiiteds com) for detsls about stant time and meetng
location. We would Mo 10 thank Janos Kovacs for coming out in the
moming 1o help with breakfast preparations for the JFR crew, and
Bobd Beck and Lasry McCann for coming Out 10 d0 some ast minute
Chain sawing he day before the JFR crew came out

The OWL FILES

Nocturnal and Diurnal Owl Survey 2009

The Beaverhill Bird Observatory ran a pilot year for the new Diumal Owl Survey program this spring
We sert cut over 50 packages for people inferested in gefting involved in the program Data s
COmIng In on both owl surveys and a full report will be in the next issus of the Wilet.



Golindrinas Tree Swallow Project Completes Second Year at Beaverhill
by Katrina Calon

This was the second year the Beaverhilll Bird Otnarvatory b
collaborated with the Golondrinas de las Americas Propct n studyng |
Tree Swaliows (website: hilp Agolondrings comed edy). Ths year the
Tree Swaliows at Beaverhdl Lake were montored by Jenny Aleman-
Zometa and Tyler Hallman from Comell University as part of the
project is dedicaled 10 studying the Breeding biclogy of Tachycingla
swallows across North and South America. Tyler's previous
experence with Galondrinas work had even taken him %0 Argenting
where he conducied the same studes on Chilean Swallows. Jerry
and Tyler ware kopt wery Busy monitoning approcamately 50 nest

bowes at each of three dferant grids (RS, and T) within and around
the Beaverhil Natural Area " 2 Javy and Tylev heung wilh davatig o1 ive o

During the Spring Migration Monfionng period, a great deal of me was
spert monitoring nest construction, egg laying, and egg development.
Nests ware chacked almost every day 10 determine how qucikly the eggs
were laid, 80d a device called an umion (photo left) was inseried nto
the nest. The Sutton messures the lemperature of the rest Bl regular
intervals and e data is later downicaded 10 & compuler 50 that it can be
determined what the temperature of the eggs were at 3 particular time of
day. This provides insight into when and for how long the female Tree
A5 uton, the devie Swalows ncubate he eggs. Using a device calied an Ovilux, each egg
insevied indo Tree Swaliow | was photographed with 3 ight shining Bheough & 10 determine its
nests 0 recond fomperalin® | deyelopment stage, and as nestings hatched they were indvidually
¢ roguis inkervals marked for further studkes  In addbon 10 al the studes on the nests and
000s. adulls were captured when possible and banded, and Jenny and
Tylar ware able to capture a 1otal of seven adulls during the spring
mgration montorng panod. Of these, four ware ecovaries from previous years. One of these
indreduails wos frst banded i 2004 3nd was aged &8 an afer second year Dird, Mmeaning it » & leasl s
years oid this year! We look forward 1o continuing to work with Cormell next year.

Elson's Bluebird Trail Update

The Alberia Conservation Association has helped fund our work on Elson’s Blusbird Trad this year. We
spert the sumeney visiing e hundrects of nestboxes around Bk Island. north and south Beaverhil 10
S38008 the Boxes, ceterming repars and replacements needed and 10 monitor the occupancy. We wil
e reporting the results in the next Willel. Stay tuned!!

Membership information

S107yr for an incividusl, S20Vr for a family, 325/ Supporing. $254yr Corporate, $100%T Sustaining,
$500 (one time) Life Time Membership

Cheques can be made to the Beaverhll Bird Observalory and sent 10
Box 1418, Edmonton, Aberia, TS) 2N5

Material for the next newsiotier can be sent 1o Lisa Priestiey, Ecitor, Box 1418, Edmonton, AB TS

2NS. Emall Iga@ibeaverhiibrds com.  Adticles and photos can be on bird banding, bird walching,
widife viewing, personal nature photes, #ic. Deadine December 31, 2000



